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[bookmark: _Hlk211884753]Bible Study: Tuesday, November 4th, 2025. Topic: THE NAME OF JESUS
Text: Philippians 2:5–11
Introduction: Name vs. Title and Privilege
To many persons, using the name of Jesus is a cliché and for that reason we lack the assurance that we should derive when we use the name. This ends up in a guessing game whenever we use the name and many times, we do not achieve the desired results. A poor understanding of the name is the first reason why we do not place adequate priority on the name of Jesus. Another reason might be due to the ignorance of who Jesus is and what His name could accomplish in our lives. 
Names could also grant you certain privileges depending on your pre-existing testimony.
Recently, the issue of a prince losing his title and associated privileges made me realize the profound difference between a name and a title. While his name remained, the authority and recognition of his title were stripped. This distinction helps us grasp the immense weight of title compared to name. A name alone might not give you all the privileges but a title could. The combination of both puts one on a higher pedestal. 
We often use names and titles interchangeably, but they serve different purposes. As the above example showed, a person's name is a universal identifier, but a title often carries the privileges, authority, and recognition restricted to a specific area or system. The loss of a title means the loss of those privileges, even if the personal name remains the same.
This distinction will help us to understand the profound significance of what God gave to Jesus: Is it just a name or a name that has an embedded title and authority above every other name and title.
Jesus had a privileged name and a privileged title.
DISCUSSION:
I. Understanding Names and Their Importance
What is a name? A name is fundamental to our existence and identity.
1. Identity and Personality: Our name identifies us and becomes attached to our personalities and abilities. It is the primary way we are known and distinguished from others. Matt 1:25
2. How do we get our names? Names are typically given by someone with the authority to enforce it—usually our parents. For example, the name Jesus was given by God the Father through divine instruction.
a. Gen 16:11, Ishmael – (God will hear)
b. Gen 17:19 Isaac – (laughter)
c. Luke 1:13 – John 
d. Matt 1:21 - Jesus
· The way we get our names is important as it could affect our destiny: Exodus 2:10 – Moses (I drew him out of the water) - Water played a major role in the life of Moses. 
· I Chron 4:9, Gen 35:18 (Son of my sorrow to the son of my right hand)
3. Names Can Change: While a name is a permanent identifier, it can be changed to reflect a new purpose, covenant or identity, as seen in the Bible when God changed Abram to Abraham and Sarai to Sarah, or when the apostles began calling Saul, Paul. Acts 13:9. Jabez did not change his name but the destiny that defined his name was altered.
4. Names Have Universal Recognition: Your name is universal; your name in one country remains your remains your name everywhere. Acts 13:9
II. Understanding Titles and Their Importance
A title is an acquired designation that confers authority and recognition.
1. Acquisition: Unlike names, titles are generally earned. While someone is born with a name like "Carney," they must earn the title of "Prime Minister." (Phil 2:9-11). You could work to earn your title or men could give you a title by what they see you do
2. Restricted Recognition: Titles are often restricted to areas. Being a medical doctor in one country doesn't automatically grant that recognition and authority in another; you must go through a process.
3. Position of Authority: The importance of a title is that it puts us in a position of authority and brings about a recognition of who and what we are. Your name alone may not be able to do that. A name like Justin Trudeau carried governmental authority only when he held the title of Prime Minister. John 17:1-2,5
4. Defining Authority: Critically, not every title bears authority; the process of earning a title often defines the extent of its authority.




image1.jpeg




