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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary
Bible Study: Tuesday, December 2nd, 2025. Topic: THE CHARACTERS OF CHRISTMAS
INTRODUCTION: You will not find the word Christmas in the Bible, but the word evolved from the phrase Christ’s Mass. This was first recorded in 1038. It is a compound word of Christ and Mass. Which simply means the Mass of Christ or the celebration of the Birthday of Christ in the church. Jesus is the only personality dead or alive whose birthday is celebrated for more than 30 days in a year and who causes the world to virtually stand still on a particular day of the year.
Certain Characters were instrumental in the advent of Jesus into this world. Today, I want us to study the roles played by these various characters or perhaps discuss why they became instrumental to bringing Jesus into the world. God did not randomly choose these people. I believe the choice of these people was carefully orchestrated by the heavenly council based on certain qualities. They may not have been the only ones with these qualities, but the fact remains that they were the ones that were chosen.
As much as many were used to usher Jesus into the world, there were also some who were antagonistic to His entrance into the world.  As we study this topic, look at yourself in relationship with God. I know everyone would like to be seen as been able to play the positive roles some played to bring Jesus into the world. No one would like to play the negative role which some persons played but all of us exhibit these characters daily for or against Christ by our daily characters. May God give us wisdom as we discuss this very important topic. 
How many characters can you identify surrounding the birth of Jesus?
TEXT: Matthew 1:18-25, Luke 1:26–38
1. Joseph: The Obedience of Silence: Matthew 1:18–25 - Integrity and Trusting God in the Dark.
Have you ever had a "perfect plan" for your life completely interrupted by something unexpected?
Joseph acts as the silent protector. He faces social humiliation to protect Mary and Jesus. Joseph is often the "forgotten man" of Christmas. He never speaks a recorded word in Scripture, yet his actions are crucial to the survival of Jesus Matthew 1:19–20
"Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 'Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.'"
Discussion:
· Joseph is never recorded speaking in Scripture; he only acts. How does his silence contrast with our modern tendency to "talk a big game" about our faith?
· He decides to divorce her (break the betrothal) secretly to protect her life and reputation, even before the angel explains the situation.
· Joseph had to let go of his reputation to obey God. Is there an area of your life where you are worrying more about what people think than what God is asking you to do?
· Joseph’s obedience cost him his reputation. Are we willing to be misunderstood by others in order to obey God
· Verse 19 calls Joseph a "just man." In that culture, justice meant adhering to the Law, which could demand exposing Mary’s apparent sin. How does Joseph balance "justice" with "mercy" in this verse?
· In verse 20, the angel says, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife." What specifically was Joseph afraid of? (Social stigma? The unknown? The weight of the Messiah?)
2. Mary: A perfect example of a Surrendered life: Luke 1:26–38 - A mark of Courage and Active Submission. 

A young woman accepts a calling which she cannot tell its end. Her only confidence is that an Angel spoke to her and said it was God who sent him to pass the message. With courage and faith she surrenders her life and leaves her destiny completely top God. 
Luke 1:38:
"Then Mary said, 'Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.' And the angel departed from her."
Have you ever had a difficult yes in your Christian life?
Discussion:
· Mary identifies herself as a "maidservant" (bondservant). This implies total ownership by a master. Does this challenge the way we usually view our autonomy?
· Mary’s surrender ("Let it be to me") wasn't passive resignation; it was an active choice to partner with God.
· Mary trusted God with the "impossible" (v. 37). What "impossible" situation in your family or career do you need to surrender to God this Christmas? What does that statement mean to you and how have you proved it?
3. The Shepherds: The Gospel for the Outcast: Luke 2:8–20 - Accessibility and Immediate Worship. 
Shepherds were despised in the society of those days. They were considered some of the low people in the society. They were socially marginalized, but they were the first recipients of the Good News. You would think this news would have gone first to the palace. Grace is never rated by wealth.
Luke 2:17–18:
"Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds."
Discussion:
· Why do you think God chose shepherds to be the first evangelists? What does this say about the requirements for sharing the Gospel?
· The shepherds went from fear (v. 9) to curiosity (v. 15) to praise (v. 20). Trace your own spiritual journey—are you stuck in fear, or have you moved to praise?
· The shepherds returned to their fields, but they were changed. How can we keep the "Christmas spirit" alive when we return to our mundane jobs in January?
· The shepherds returned to their fields (v. 20) "glorifying and praising God." They went back to the same lowly, job, but they were different. How can we carry the joy of Christmas back into our mundane routines in January?
4. The Wise Men (Magi): The Seekers Sacrifice and Joyful Giving: Matthew 2:1–12
Gentile scholars who traveled a great distance, representing the intellectual and wealthy finding Jesus.
Matthew 2:1-2,10–11 (NKJV):
"When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house... they fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh."
Discussion:
· Why did the Wise men go to Herod? They apparently did not bother looking for the star. They just went straight to Jerusalem. Sometimes we ignore the will of God and think that we know the way or the solution. Prov 3:5
· The Magi offered "treasures." Worship cost them something (travel time, expense, valuable goods). Does your worship cost you anything? Luke 21:1-4. That someone parted with a treasure easily does not mean it was not costly to him or her. He or she might have learnt to let God have His way in giving.
· They found Jesus not in a palace, but in a humble house. They had to look past the poverty to see the King. Their focus was not the manger but God in the Manger. We must look beyond the surrounding to God
Compare and contrast the Wise men and the Shepherds. 
· The wise men were wealthy; the shepherds were not. 
· The wise men came from far the shepherds were Jews close to Bethlehem
· They were both expectant of the Messiah
· The wise men went with instruments of worship
· The shepherds continued their journey with praise. This could be because they knew how to do this. The Wise men on the other hand will need to learn to do this. There must be progressive approach to your worship
5. King Herod: The Antagonist: The hostility of the world and the Idol of Control. Matthew 2:1–8, 16–18
Herod the Great was paranoid, powerful, and violent. He saw Jesus not as a Savior, but as a rival to his throne.
Matthew 2:3 and 2:16:
"When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him." ... "Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem..."
Discussion Questions:
· Verse 3 says "all Jerusalem" was troubled with him. Why? (Likely because when the King is unhappy, everyone suffers). 
· Herod represents the part of us that wants to remain "King" of our own lives. We often get "troubled" or defensive when Jesus asks for total control.
· Is there an area of your life (finances, relationships, future plans) where you are fighting to keep control rather than letting Jesus reign?
6. Simeon: The Patient Watchman Hope, Patience, and Peace: Luke 2:25–35
Simeon is an old man in the temple who has been promised by the Holy Spirit that he will not die until he sees the Messiah. Luke 2:25-38

Discussion:
· Simeon was "waiting for the Consolation of Israel." What brought Simeon into the temple when Mary and Jospeh brought baby Jesus to the temple? Psalm37:23
· Simeon was not panicking about departing.  Do you have that kind of peace about your life and death? Why or why not? The Christian does not only have hope in life. I Cor 15:19-26
7. Anna: The Devoted Evangelist Faithfulness in challenges and Obscurity. Luke 2:36–38

Context: Anna is an 84-year-old prophetess and a widow. She has likely lived in the temple complex for decades, dedicating her widowhood to God.
Luke 2:37–38 (NKJV):
"And this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem."
Discussion Questions:
· Anna could have been bitter about her life (losing her husband young, living in obscurity). Instead, she chose devotion.  Rom 8:28 - All things work together ……
· While the shepherds told the city, and the Magi told foreign lands, Anna spoke to "those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem" (the religious insiders who were still seeking). She had a specific ministry to the faithful remnant.
· Anna, an unknown person served God with "fasting and prayers night and day." You do not need a special recognition to worship God
image1.jpeg




