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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary
Bible Study: Tuesday, January 13th, 2025. Topic: SUCCESS: RESULT OF LUCK OR HARD WORK
PART 1
(Understanding the intersection of God's promise and human diligence) Part 1.
Text: Genesis 26:1-6, 12-22
Have you ever heard someone say that someone was lucky? That could be true because in life an opportunity may come and when you take advantage of it, then it leads to success. The issue with "luck" is that it is inconsistent. Just as we do not have consistent opportunities in life, we also do not have consistent luck. When you see someone who is consistently successful, he is certainly doing something right.  In the same way failure could also happen to people when things go wrong, and also when you find someone who is consistently failing, then there is something which that person is doing wrong which needs to be examined and corrected.
As we begin the year 2026, I want us to examine the topic of success very deeply this year. I have always said that this is the best time to get our ducks in a good row especially as the year is just beginning. It is best to start the race early rather than doing it at the middle of the year.
Our anchor scripture is the story of the success of Isaac in Gerar. It depends on the side you are on. Some will tell you that Isaac’s success was fundamentally because God promised him wealth. That is the focus of this Bible study. Does success come simply as a result of luck, or because of the promise of God, or because of hard work or a combination of these? When Isaac found success in a land of famine, was it a roll of the dice, or was it just by divine direction alone or there was some physical exertion involved.


Some words are at play in the introduction and those words are 
1. Opportunity
2. Luck
3. Success
4. Preparedness.
To begin this bible study, it will be worth the time if we can pay proper attention to these four words as they play a lot of roles in our success and failure.
What is Opportunity: Opportunity is an advantage that comes our way. What we do with it results in our success or failure. It comes either luck or hard work
Luck: This is a situation that is in most cases supernaturally or divinely arranged which could happen to anyone. T is placed in the realm of the supernatural because in most cases it is difficult to explain how it came about. This is why people call it luck. However, the Bible calls it chance.  
Ecc. 9:11. I returned and saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to men of understanding, nor favor to men of skill; But time and chance happen to them all.
Success: is the achievement of a desired aim or purpose. It comes when opportunity meets preparedness.
Preparedness: This is a state of readiness through planning, training hard work, dexterity or grit required to convert opportunity to success.
I. Why Things Fail
Failure is often not an act of God, but a breakdown in the process.
What is failure and what is disappointment? Disappointment is failed expectations.
Failure is the inability to achieve the desired result
Disappointment as the Failure of Expectations: Proverbs 13:12: "Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life." When our expectation is misaligned with the results, we say it has failed and we get disappointed. 
WHY DO PEOPLE GET DISAPPOINTED? 
· 1. Lack of Work/Execution: > Proverbs 14:23: "In all toil there is profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty." Talking about a plan is not the same as executing it.
· 2. Lack of Planning (Luke 14:28-33): Jesus used the example of a tower builder. Success requires a "cost-benefit analysis" before the first stone is laid. Without a plan, you aren't failing; you are simply finishing before you started.
· 3. Dependency on Others (Jeremiah 17:5): > "Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength..." Success fails when we outsource our responsibility to others. Collaboration is biblical, but total dependency on people is a recipe for disappointment.
· 4. Failure to Adjust "Moving Parts": > Proverbs 27:23: "Know well the condition of your flocks, and give attention to your herds." Isaac had to keep digging new wells (Esek, Sitnah, Rehoboth) because the "moving parts"—his envious neighbours—kept changing the environment.
CONCLUSION: The journey of Isaac in Genesis 26 shows that success is never the product of luck alone, nor is it guaranteed by God’s promise without human participation. Opportunity, luck (or “chance”), preparedness, and diligent action all intersect to produce lasting results. While God may open doors, it is our planning, hard work, adaptability, and refusal to depend solely on others that convert opportunity into success. Failure often arises not from divine withholding but from breakdowns in execution, planning, responsibility, or adjustment. As we begin 2026, this study calls us to align God’s promise with disciplined diligence so we can experience consistent, God‑honouring success.
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