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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary
Bible Study: Tuesday, February 10th, 2026. Topic: THE BACKSLIDDEN CHRISTIAN II
INTRODUCTION: 
Two weeks ago when we started talking about backsliding we made some statements
1. Backsliding is slow and subtle
2. Backsliding is when there is decline in your previous momentum or energy
3. We discussed the life of King Solomon and how he backslide
4. We made a very strong assertion that a non-participant in a game cannot backslide from the game.
5. We identified who we could describe as a Christian; We said it has nothing to do with activity, dressing code, charity works, paying tithes and offering etc. and that you cannot be a Christian by association
6. We finally mentioned that Christianity has to do with a new birth, a belief in God through Jesus. The belief in our heart and the confession of our lips.
Backsliding in the Bible: In a biblical sense, backsliding describes a spiritual "relapse" that is a period where a believer moves backward rather than forward in their relationship with God. It isn’t usually a sudden leap into a different life; it’s more often a slow, subtle drift.
The Bible uses several metaphors and descriptions to explain what this looks like in practice.
WHY DO PEOPLE BACKSLIDE? 
TEXT: I Cor 10: 1-12
Why are we looking at this? Vs 12
As we discuss the reasons why people backslide we must be careful not to become judgmental rather have a heart to restore every backslider to faith. People have reason why they backslid. That a student had a reason why he or she failed does not change the grades. It is the same for a backslider. You may have reason which you consider plausible for backsliding but that will not grant you access into the presence of God.
1. The Pull of Worldly Desires
Modern culture offers constant stimulation and the pursuit of "the good life." When the desire for material wealth, status, or secular entertainment outweighs the desire for God, the heart begins to drift.
1 John 2:15-16, Rom 12:2
2.	Spiritual Negligence and Apathy
Just as a fire goes out if it isn't fed, a spiritual life withers without prayer and scripture. In a fast-paced world, many Christians "get too busy" for God, leading to a loss of spiritual sensitivity.
Heb. 2:1, 2 Peter 3: 17
3.	The Weight of Life’s Cares and Trials
Sometimes it’s not "sinful" things that cause backsliding, but simply the overwhelming stress of life—anxiety about finances, health, or the future—which can choke out a person's faith.
Matt. 13:22, 6:24
4.	Unresolved Offense or Bitterness
In the age of "call-out culture," it’s easy to become offended—whether by other church members, leaders, or even by God Himself during times of suffering. A root of bitterness can quickly turn into a departure from the faith.
Heb. 12:15, Eph 4:31
5.	False Teachings and Cultural Compromise
There is significant pressure today to “modernize” Biblical truths to fit social trends. When a believer begins to compromise on core convictions to avoid conflict or fit in, they often find themselves on a slippery slope.
2 Peter 3:17, 2 Tim 4:3-4
6.	Distractions
Endless Social Media streaming and modern technology have taken over the minds of the people. I Peter 5:8-9: 
7. Affluence: Consumerism also known as keeping up with the jones I Tim 6:10
8. Isolation: living like a lone wolf or what some call the lone wolf faith. At this point we stop relating with other believers and start to skip church or rationalize the service we should attend. Heb 10: 25
9. Failure of the Shepherds: When a spiritual leader fails, it creates a "crisis of representation." This is because many people inadvertently tether their faith to the messenger rather than the Message. When the messenger fails through scandal, hypocrisy, or personal offense, the believer may feel that the foundation of their faith was a lie, leading to a "withdrawal" from God to avoid further pain This is could show up in some ways
a. Trap of hero worshipping: Some often put pastors on pedestals. When they fall, our faith falls because it was resting on a human foundation. Psalm 146:3
b. Discovered Hypocrisy: Rom 2:24
c. Spiritual Abuse by ministers Ezekiel 34:4, Jeremiah 23:1
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