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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary
Bible Study: Tuesday, March 10th, 2026. Topic: THE BACKSLIDDEN CHRISTIAN 4
THE PROCESS OF RESTORATION
TEXT: Luke 15:1-22
We have studied in detail what is backsliding and how to identify someone who is backsliding. Today we are going to look at how to restore a backslider.
Among many attributes that separates God from the Devil is forgiveness. The devil does not have forgiveness as one of his attributes. Psalm 51:17 says the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart; These, O God, You will not despise.
This is understandable and it shows clearly that God is our Father. No father will watch his child suffer after that child has repented of his or her errors. 
In our study of Luke 15, we concluded that the characters involved in that parable had all slipped off from where they are supposed to be. In many occasions when we talk about the backslidden Christian, we often talk as if it was always the backsliders fault that he or she backslid. We do not pay close attention to the parable of Jesus 
The reason for the drift dictates the method and mechanism of the rescue. The sheep missed its way, the coin got lost and the prodigal son went away. However, you will find that these are items with very different characteristics. The sheep might have lost its way because it behaved like a typical sheep. It might have not have deliberately wondered away. It might have just found that it was lost. The coin on the other hand may have been lost due to the carelessness of the owner while the prodigal son prepared to go astray. 
Many Christians might have backslidden in different ways as some might have behaved like the son, another would have behaved like the coin while another would have behaved like the coin. In this same manner, the process of restoring them will not be the same but love must be the underlying factor in restoring all of them back to faith. We will need to go looking for the coin and as we look for it, we must remember that as a coin, it will not be able to speak out. Your search must therefore be diligent. For the sheep, you might need to make familiar sounds that will attract its attention as it will be a most confused state at that time. As for the son, it would take a lot of prayers as we wait for God to convict him wherever he is. 
QUESTION: Of these three types—the confused sheep, the overlooked coin, or the deliberate prodigal—which do you find is the most common in your experience with modern organizational or church life?

An understanding of these profiles, Sheep, Coin and Son, will help us to examine how to restore each of them
1. The "Sheep" Profile: The Distracted or Confused Wanderer-Who fits the sheep’s profile
These are Christians who didn't set out to leave the faith. They likely got caught up in the "busyness" of life, or perhaps a slow drift occurred because they stopped attending fellowship or reading the Word. Like a sheep, they often realize they are lost but don't know the way back.
· The Restoration Process: Reconnection and Guidance.
· The Action: As you noted, you must make "familiar sounds." This means reminding them of the joy they once had.
· The Approach: Don't approach with a lecture on theology; approach with a call to fellowship. Invite them to a low-pressure gathering or share a verse that once meant a lot to them.
· The Verse: "I have gone astray like a lost sheep; Seek Your servant, For I do not forget Your commandments." (Psalm 119:176)
Questions
1. For the "Sheep" profile, we discussed making "familiar sounds." What are some specific, non-judgmental ways we can remind someone of the peace they once had in Christ?
2. What were the "distractions" or "busyness" that caused you to lose sight of the Shepherd?
2. The "Coin" Profile: The Environmentally Lost
The coin is passive; it didn't choose to be lost, but it was "dropped" or overlooked. In a church context, these are people who may have slipped through the cracks due to a lack of discipleship, a "cold" church environment, or even being hurt by leadership (the "carelessness of the owner").
· The Restoration Process: Diligent Search and Accountability.
· The Action: Because the coin cannot speak, the church must take 100% of the initiative. You have to "light the lamp" and "sweep the house." This involves looking into why they left and addressing the environment that allowed them to stay lost.
· The Approach: Apologizing for the oversight and showing them they are a valued "treasure" is key. It requires a patient, persistent search until they are found.
· The Verse: "Let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together..." (Hebrews 10:24-25)
QUESTION: In our modern context, how can a church or a community be "careless" like the owner of the coin, allowing someone to slip through the cracks? How can we "light a lamp" to find those who feel invisible?
The Approach: Looking at Galatians 6:1, why is "gentleness" the required spirit for restoration? Why is it dangerous to approach a backslider with a spirit of superiority?
3. The "Prodigal" Profile: The Deliberate Departee
This person knows the truth but has made a conscious decision to walk away to pursue the "far country." They might be chasing a specific lifestyle or a philosophy that contradicts their faith.
· The Restoration Process: Intercession and Open Arms.
· The Action: As you beautifully stated, this requires prayer. You cannot force a prodigal to return; they must "come to themselves" (Luke 15:17). The goal is to be the "waiting father" on the porch.
· The Approach: Maintain a bridge of love without compromising the truth. Let them know they are loved and that the door is always open, but let the Holy Spirit do the work of conviction in the far country.
· The Verse: "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise... but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." (2 Peter 3:9)
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