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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary
Bible Study: Tuesday, March 24th, 2026. Topic: THE BACKSLIDDEN CHRISTIAN 4b
THE PROCESS OF RESTORATION
Luke 15: 11-32
The "Prodigal Son’s" Profile: The Deliberate Departee
This is a case of a person who knows the truth but has made a conscious decision to walk away to a "far country." They go far because they do not want anyone to interfere with their decision. They might be chasing a specific lifestyle or a philosophy that contradicts their faith. They plan the situation and they and intentional and deliberate about their plans. They know what they want to do but it is obvious that they do not understand the effects of their decision.
THE RESTORATION PROCESS:
This requires prayer. You cannot force a prodigal to return; they must "come to themselves" (Luke 15:17). The "waiting father" must be on the porch eagerly waiting. Going after him is good but it may not yield the best result. It could be counterproductive as it may yield a worse result. 
To the prodigal, we should maintain a bridge of love and patience without compromising the truth. Let them know they are loved and that the door is always open but let the Holy Spirit do the work of conviction in the far country.
"The Lord is not slack concerning His promise... but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." (2 Peter 3:9)
What are the things required for the son to be restored: 
A. Conviction and Recognition
For the individual, restoration begins with "coming to themselves," much like the Prodigal Son. It requires acknowledging that the current path leads away from peace and toward spiritual hunger.
· Lamentations 3:40: "Let us search out and examine our ways, and turn back to the Lord."
· Luke 15: 17a: “But when he came to himself, he said,
B. Genuine Repentance
Repentance is more than just feeling bad; it is a change of mind that leads to a change of direction. It involves confessing the drift and asking for the strength to turn around.
· 1 John 1:9: "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
· Hosea 14:1: "O Israel, return to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity."
C. Humble Confrontation and Support
Restoration starts with the community. If someone has wandered, those who are spiritually grounded are called to step in—not with a finger pointed in judgment, but with a hand reached out in help.
· Galatians 6:1: "Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted."
D. Accepting God’s Healing
One of the hardest parts of coming back is believing that God wants you back. The Bible describes God as a "Physician" for the backslidden heart, promising to heal the tendency to wander.
· Jeremiah 3:22: "Return, you backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings."
· Hosea 14:4: "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, for My anger has turned away from him."
E. Renewing the Mind and Walk
Restoration isn't just about stopping a bad behaviour; it’s about restarting a good one. It involves getting back into the Word and fellowship to strengthen the "spiritual muscles" that may have atrophied.
· Psalm 51:12: "Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by Your generous Spirit."
We must build enough residuals into the son for him to look forward to. The prodigal acknowledged his father, his father’s wealth and benevolence. “He knew”
Why are patience and intercessory prayer the formidable tool to restore someone who has deliberately walked away? And why must we be very cautious as we make steps to restore the backsliding son
In all three parables in Luke 15, there is a party or rejoicing at the end. 
Older Brother syndrome: (Luke 15:25-32). Why is it sometimes difficult for some persons to rejoice when a "prodigal" returns, and how can we guard against this.
Who can we compare the older brother to?
image1.jpeg




