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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary
Bible Study: Tuesday, 16th, 2026. Topic: DIVINE GUIDANCE
I Sam 2:12-17; 3:1 Mishpat (custom)

INTRODUCTION: We live in a generation where the word “divine” is uncomfortable for many. Modern society celebrates independence, science, and self‑determination, yet when life becomes overwhelming, people instinctively look for help beyond themselves. This is not new; humanity has always sought guidance from the spiritual realm. Have you watched some of the world cup matches and seen what some of the players do before getting on the pitch? Some will do a sign of the cross and some will kneel and pray.
In Scripture, we see kings and nations seeking divine direction (2 Kings 3; 1 Kings 22). We also see tragic examples like Saul consulting the witch of Endor (1 Sam 28), proving that when people drift from God, they do not stop seeking guidance—they may simply seek it from the wrong places.
Today, the same pattern continues. Because of fear, confusion, and desperation, many turn to:
· fake prophets
· astrologers
· palm readers
· occultists
· “spiritualists”
· internet prophets
These voices multiply because people are spiritually hungry but spiritually deaf. Even when God speaks, many cannot recognize His voice because they have drifted too far from Him (John 10:27).
Science has advanced, but it cannot answer the deepest questions of the human soul—purpose, destiny, morality, eternity, and divine direction. The human heart still longs for guidance from above.

DISCUSSION PART 1

The questions we therefore seek to answer at such a time are
1. Does science have all the answers to life’s problems?

Job 28:12-13 1 Corinthians 1:20-25.

2. Should a child of God join the queue of sign seekers?
Matthew 16:4 
2 Corinthians 5:7.
Romans 8:14.

3. Does God still speak and guide His people?
Hebrews 1:1–2 
John 10:27 
Acts 2:17 
Romans 8:14

4. What is the reason for the seeming drought of the word of God in our time?
Amos 8:11–12
2 Timothy 4:3–4 
Isaiah 59:1-2 
1 Samuel 3:1 

5. Are we in a dispensation where God has decided to stop directing His people through various means?

Hebrews 1:1-2
.
Malachi 3:6 
James 1:17 
Joel 2:28–29 
Acts 16:6–10 

6. How do we judge if the message we are hearing is from God, the devil, or man?
Scripture Support: 1 John 4:1 — "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world." (Also Galatians 1:8).
1 John 4:1 
Isaiah 8:20 
John 16:13.
Matthew 7:15–20
1 Corinthians 14:33.

DISCUSSION PART 2
TEXTS: II Kings 3: 1-19, I Kings 22: 1-28.

1. II Kings 3:10. They did not bother to seek the Lord before going to war. This is similar to what we do before things go wrong.
2. Why did Jehoshaphat request another prophet? I Kings 22:7.
3. Why did the King of Israel hate Micaiah? II Tim 4:3, I Kings 22:8.
4. How will you feel when you find yourself saying something different from what 400 people have said?
5. Why might some prophets refrain from speaking the truth even if they heard it from God? I Kings 22:27.
6. Who did Ahab believe? The 400 or Micaiah? I Kings 22:27. 

Part 2: Addressing Your Text-Specific Questions

1. They did not seek the Lord before going to war (2 Kings 3:10).
This mirrors how many believers act today—consulting God only after trouble begins.
· Proverbs 3:5–6 – Acknowledge Him first.
· Joshua 9:14 – Israel got into trouble because they “did not ask counsel of the Lord.”

2. Why did Jehoshaphat request another prophet? (1 Kings 22:7)
Jehoshaphat had spiritual discernment. The 400 prophets were speaking from flattery, not truth, chanting in unison exactly what King Ahab wanted to hear. Jehoshaphat recognized the lack of weight, reverence, and true divine authority in their theatrical display.
· 1 John 4:1 – Test the spirits.
· Jeremiah 23:16 – False prophets speak visions from their own hearts.
Lesson today: Be wary of environments where everyone only prophesies wealth, victory, and comfort without repentance or holiness.

3. Why did the King of Israel hate Micaiah? (1 Kings 22:8, 2 Tim 4:3)
Ahab hated Micaiah because Micaiah refused to be bought or intimidated. He spoke the truth, not what the king wanted to hear. True prophecy holds up a mirror to our sins, and Ahab didn't want to change; he wanted a rubber stamp on his own ambitions. 
· 2 Timothy 4:3 notes, people accumulate teachers who tell them what their "itching ears" want to hear.
· Galatians 4:16 – “Have I become your enemy because I tell you the truth?”

4. How will you feel when you find yourself saying something different from what 400 people have said?
 It feels incredibly lonely, terrifying, and isolating. Micaiah faced intense psychological and social pressure to just "blend in" It tests courage, conviction, and loyalty to God (1 Kings 22:13).
· Exodus 23:2 – Do not follow the majority to do evil.
· Jeremiah 1:8 – Do not be afraid of their faces.
· Acts 5:29 – Obey God rather than men.
Lesson today: Standing on biblical truth today will often make you a minority of one in your workplace, school, or even your family.

5. Why might some prophets refrain from speaking the truth even if they heard it from God? (1 Kings 22:27)
Self-preservation. Telling Ahab the truth resulted in Micaiah being thrown into prison on bread and water rations. False prophets compromise the truth to secure political Favor, financial gain, safety, and popularity. They do this because of the fear of persecution, desire for approval, financial gain, political pressure, spiritual, compromise
· Micah 3:11 – Prophets prophesy for money.
· Jeremiah 6:14 – They say “peace” when there is no peace.
· John 12:43 – They loved the praise of men more than God
6. Who did Ahab believe? The 400 or Micaiah? (1 Kings 22:27-29)
Ahab chose to believe the 400 because they fed his pride. However, notice his subconscious fear: he disguised himself before going into battle! He tried to outsmart Micaiah’s prophecy, proving that deep down, he knew Micaiah spoke the truth. You can hide from man, but you cannot hide from God's word.
· Proverbs 14:12 – There is a way that seems right to a man.
· 2 Thessalonians 2:10–11 – God allows delusion when truth is rejected.

Part 3: The Big Picture — Guidance Then vs. Now
To wrap up the study, let us use this breakdown to show the transition of how God guides His people across three distinct eras:
	Era
	How God Guided
	Key Characteristic

	Old Testament (1 & 2 Kings, 1 Sam)
	Selective & External: Through Prophets, the Urim and Thummim, Auditory Voices, and Angels.
	The Holy Spirit came upon specific individuals (kings, priests, prophets) for specific tasks, not everyone.

	New Testament (Gospels & Acts)
	The Living Word & The Outpouring: Through Jesus Christ's physical presence, and later, the sudden arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2).
	Guidance became internal. Joel’s prophecy (Joel 2:28) was fulfilled: sons, daughters, old, and young could now receive divine insight.

	Today (The Church Age)
	The Written Word & Indwelling Spirit: Guided by Scripture (2 Tim 3:16), the Holy Spirit living inside us (John 14:26), and godly community (Proverbs 11:14).
	God rarely sends a "Micaiah" to tell us what to do because He expects us to open our Bibles and listen to the Resident Counsellor (the Spirit) within us.



HOW GOD SPOKE IN THE PAST
Old Testament Methods
· Prophets – Amos 7:14–16
· Dreams & Visions – Numbers 12:6
· Angels – Judges 6:11–12
· Urim & Thummim – Exodus 28:30
· Audible Voice – 1 Samuel 3:4–10
· Signs – Judges 6:36–40
· Inner Witness – Nehemiah 2:12
HOW GOD SPEAKS TODAY
New Testament Methods
· Through Jesus Christ – Hebrews 1:1–2
· Through the Holy Spirit – John 16:13
· Through Scripture – 2 Timothy 3:16
· Through Prophecy – Acts 21:10–11
· Through Dreams & Visions – Acts 2:17
· Through Peace in the Heart – Colossians 3:15
· Through Godly Counsel – Proverbs 11:14
· Through Circumstances – Acts 16:6–10
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS TO ENRICH THE STUDY
1. Why do people hear God more clearly in crisis than in comfort? (Psalm 119:67,71)
2. What is the danger of seeking guidance without relationship? (Matthew 7:22–23)
3. Why does God sometimes delay His guidance? (Habakkuk 2:3)
4. What is the difference between divine guidance and human intuition? (Proverbs 14:12)
5. Why does God guide some people dramatically and others quietly? (1 Kings 19:11–12)
6. What role does obedience play in hearing God? (John 7:17)
7. Can God guide someone who is living in disobedience? (Isaiah 59:2)
8. Why does God sometimes allow people to believe lies? (2 Thessalonians 2:10–11)

Final Review


Final Review & Summary: "Aligning with the Divine Frequency"
To wrap up today's study, let us carry home three structural truths about how God guides His people, contrasting the days of Ahab and Jehoshaphat with our reality today.
1. The Trap of "Desperation Guidance"
In 2 Kings 3, the three kings marched out to war without consulting God, only crying out to Him when they ran out of water in the wilderness. Like them, our world often treats God as an emergency glass to break in times of trouble. True divine guidance is not a cosmic GPS we turn on only when we are lost; it is a daily walk of intimacy. If we do not listen to Him in the quiet seasons of obedience, we will struggle to recognize His voice in the storms of crisis.
2. The Danger of the "Yes-Man" Altar
In 1 Kings 22, King Ahab surrounded himself with 400 prophets who traded the truth of God for the Favor of the king. They fed his ego but led him to his destruction. In our modern world, filled with "church charlatans," digital astrologers, and ear-tickling theology, we must have the spiritual discernment of Jehoshaphat. We must look for the "Micaiahs"—the uncompromised, steady truth of the written Word of God—even when it contradicts the majority or challenges our personal comfort.
3. The Shift from External to Internal Direction
We do not live in the Old Testament dispensation where the word of the Lord was scarce and restricted to a few chosen prophets. Because of Christ’s finished work and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2 / Joel 2), God has moved His headquarters from a physical temple into the hearts of believers. God has not gone mute. If there is a drought, it is a drought of our attention, not His speech. He speaks constantly through His completed Scripture, the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit, and godly counsel.


Closing Prayers for the Study Group
Opening/Transition into Prayer
"Father, we thank You for Your Word which is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. We repent for the times we have run ahead of You, making our own plans and only calling on You when our wells ran dry. Wash us clean, Lord, and recalibrate our spiritual ears to hear You clearly."

Prayer for Discernment & Truth
"Lord God, in a world filled with conflicting voices, false narratives, and spiritual deceptions, give us the discernment of Jehoshaphat. Grant us the courage of Micaiah to stand on Your truth, even if we must stand alone. Protect every member of this study group from the traps of false prophets and modern-day charlatans. Let Your Holy Spirit act as an inner compass, checking our hearts whenever an error tries to creep in. We pray against any famine of Your Word in our lives, our homes, and our church."

Prayer for Active Guidance
"Holy Spirit, You are our Resident Counselor. We ask that You lead us in our big decisions—our careers, our families, our finances, and our relationships—as well as our daily steps. For anyone here facing a dry wilderness or a tough battle, send the 'supernatural ditches' of Your provision and revelation, just as You did for the kings in the desert. Speak to us in dreams, through Your Word, and by that still, small voice. Give us not just the ears to hear, but the willing heart to obey immediately. In Jesus' name, Amen."

Prophetic Declarations (To be spoken aloud by the group)
· I declare that I am a sheep of the Good Shepherd; I know His voice, and the voice of a stranger I will not follow. (John 10:27)
· I declare that I am not a frantic sign-seeker driven by fear, but a truth-seeker anchored in the unshakeable Word of God.
· I declare that my ears are open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, and my heart is quick to obey, even when the truth is uncomfortable.
· I declare that I will not lean on my own understanding or worldly shortcuts, but in all my ways I acknowledge God, and He is directing my paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6)
· I declare that the spirit of deception has no hold over my mind, my family, or this study group. We are guided by the Spirit of Truth, who leads us into all righteousness. (John 16:13)

Communicating with God
Discussion: 

Who is man?
Man is a tripartite being:I Thess 5:23, Gen 2:7.

Man is a tri-partite being – spirit, soul and body. It is with his spirit that a man worships, and may contact God. The soul includes the conscious and subconscious minds, the realm of emotions and the will. Soul gives a man personality, self-awareness, rationality and natural feeling. The body is a complex physical creation by which a person relates to this world and to other people in the world. We now know that every person's body is in large measure a product of their DNA code which exists in every cell of the body to program its amazing development. As marvelous as the body may be, man has a non-physical aspect which consists of a different kind of materiality – spirit. It is this part of man that is eternal. https://www.christian-faith.com/spirit-soul-and-body-tripartite-nature-man/

The above explanation is the beginning of the complication in communication with God. The flesh cannot communicate with Him because He is not flesh. 

1. Does God still guide His own? Exodus 13:21, Nehemiah 9:19-20, Psalms 77:20. He has not changed since then because He is an unchangeable God. So we can expect Him to guide us yet again – Hebrew 13:8, Matt.2:1-11, Job 22:27, Ps. 23:2-3, Psalms 139:10, John 8:12, Acts 9:6.

2. He will not only guide us in physical matters, He will guide us in Spiritual matters also – Ps. 25:9, Matt.13:36, Luke 1:79, Luke 18:18, Luke 11:1, John 14:26, John 16:13. He will not guide us for a short period, like the short-sighted seers, but He will guide us forever I Cor. 12:9, Isa 30:21, Ps. 48:14, Ps. 73:23-24. Surely, He will guide us by His Spirit, even as a Father guides his son – Romans 8:14, until we reach home at last.
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