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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary
Bible Study: Tuesday, 16th, 2026. Topic: DIVINE GUIDANCE
I Sam 2:12-17; 3:1

INTRODUCTION: We live in a generation where the word “divine” is uncomfortable for many. Modern society celebrates independence, science, and self‑determination, yet when life becomes overwhelming, people instinctively look for help beyond themselves. This is not new; humanity has always sought guidance from the spiritual realm. Have you watched some of the world cup matches and seen what some of the players do before getting on the pitch? Some will do a sign of the cross and some will kneel and pray.
In Scripture, we see kings and nations seeking divine direction (2 Kings 3; 1 Kings 22). We also see tragic examples like Saul consulting the witch of Endor (1 Sam 28), proving that when people drift from God, they do not stop seeking guidance—they may simply seek it from the wrong places.
Today, the same pattern continues. Because of fear, confusion, and desperation, many turn to:
· fake prophets
· astrologers
· palm readers
· occultists
· “spiritualists”
· internet prophets
These voices multiply because people are spiritually hungry but spiritually deaf. Even when God speaks, many cannot recognize His voice because they have drifted too far from Him (John 10:27).
Science has advanced, but it cannot answer the deepest questions of the human soul—purpose, destiny, morality, eternity, and divine direction. The human heart still longs for guidance from above.

DISCUSSION PART 1

The questions we therefore seek to answer at such a time are
1. Does science have all the answers to life’s problems?

No. Science excels at explaining how physical things work, but it cannot answer why we exist, how to heal a broken spirit, or give moral and spiritual direction.
Job 28:12-13 — "But where can wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? Man does not know its value, nor is it found in the land of the living." 1 Corinthians 1:20-25.

2. Should a child of God join the queue of sign seekers?
No: We should seek the Giver, not the sign. In the Old Testament texts you chose, seeking a prophet was standard practice because the Holy Spirit did not permanently dwell inside every believer. Today, demanding signs often comes from lack of faith or unwillingness to trust God's written Word.
Matthew 16:4 — "A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah."
2 Corinthians 5:7 – We walk by faith, not by sight.
Romans 8:14 – For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

3. Does God still speak and guide His people?
Absolutely. God has not gone mute; our spiritual frequency is often just jammed by worldly noise, anxiety, or disobedience.
Hebrews 1:1–2 – God spoke in many ways before; now He speaks through His Son.
John 10:27 – “My sheep hear My voice.”
Acts 2:17 – God still speaks through dreams, visions, prophecy.
Romans 8:14 – The Spirit still leads believers.

4. What is the reason for the seeming drought of the word of God in our time?
The "drought" is rarely on God’s end; it is often a famine of hearing and obeying. When people prefer preachers who tickle their ears rather than speak convicting truth, a spiritual hardness sets in.
Amos 8:11–12 – A famine of hearing the word, because people refuse to listen.
2 Timothy 4:3–4 – People refusing to endure sound doctrine.
Isaiah 59:1-2 – Sin creates distance and deafness.
1 Samuel 3:1 – In days of spiritual decline, the word becomes rare.

5. Are we in a dispensation where God has decided to stop directing His people through various means?
No, but the primary mechanism has shifted. In the Old Testament, God spoke externally through prophets, dreams, and signs. Today, He speaks internally and universally to all believers through the Holy Spirit and the scriptures.
Hebrews 1:1-2 — "God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son..."
No. The methods may differ, but the God is the same.
Malachi 3:6 – “I am the Lord, I do not change.”
James 1:17 – No variation or shadow of turning.
Joel 2:28–29 – God promised ongoing revelation.
Acts 16:6–10 – God still directs through the Spirit.

6. How do we judge if the message we are hearing is from God, the devil, or man?
Any true word from God will always align with the character of Christ, the fruits of the Spirit, and the written Word of God. If a "prophet" tells you to do something against scripture, they are speaking from man or the devil.
Scripture Support: 1 John 4:1 — "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world." (Also Galatians 1:8).
1 John 4:1 – Test every spirit.
Isaiah 8:20 – It must align with Scripture.
John 16:13 – The Spirit leads into truth, not confusion.
Matthew 7:15–20 – Examine the fruit.
1 Corinthians 14:33 – God is not the author of confusion.

In life, we are always faced with choices. At this time, it is usual for people to look for help that will give them victory. The most helpful guide is the personality that can see it all. The best guide at such times is the one who can see all the perspective from a vantage point. Who else can do that if not the divine. This was the case with the kings in the passages which we are going to read today. Going to war is a challenging event. It could create a life altering situation or a total loss. A reliable spiritual guidance will go a long way to help prepare for the battle or withdraw from it if one needs to. 

DISCUSSION PART 2
TEXTS: II Kings 3: 1-19, I Kings 22: 1-28.

1. II Kings 3:10. They did not bother to seek the Lord before going to war. This is similar to what we do before things go wrong.
2. Why did Jehoshaphat request another prophet? I Kings 22:7.
3. Why did the King of Israel hate Micaiah? II Tim 4:3, I Kings 22:8.
4. How will you feel when you find yourself saying something different from what 400 people have said?
5. Why might some prophets refrain from speaking the truth even if they heard it from God? I Kings 22:27.
6. Who did Ahab believe? The 400 or Micaiah? I Kings 22:27. 

Part 2: Let us address the specific questions

1. They did not seek the Lord before going to war (2 Kings 3:10).
This mirrors how many believers act today—consulting God only after trouble begins.
· Proverbs 3:5–6 – Acknowledge Him first.
· Joshua 9:14 – Israel got into trouble because they “did not ask counsel of the Lord.”

2. Why did Jehoshaphat request another prophet? (1 Kings 22:7)
Jehoshaphat might have realised that something was not right judging from the way they were all speaking. He may also have had some discernment. The 400 prophets were speaking from flattery, not truth, chanting in unison exactly what King Ahab wanted to hear. Jehoshaphat recognized the lack of weight, reverence, and true divine authority in their theatrical display.
· 1 John 4:1 – Test the spirits.
· Jeremiah 23:16 – False prophets speak visions from their own hearts.
Be wary of environments where everyone only prophesies wealth, victory, and comfort without repentance, holiness or challenges in life.

3. Why did the King of Israel hate Micaiah? (1 Kings 22:8, 2 Tim 4:3)
Ahab hated Micaiah because Micaiah refused to be bought or intimidated. He spoke the truth, not what the king wanted to hear. True prophecy holds up a mirror to our sins, and Ahab didn't want to change; he wanted a rubber stamp on his own ambitions. 
· 2 Timothy 4:3 notes, people accumulate teachers who tell them what their "itching ears" want to hear.
· Galatians 4:16 – “Have I become your enemy because I tell you the truth?”

4. How will you feel when you find yourself saying something different from what 400 people have said?
 It feels incredibly lonely, terrifying, and isolating. Micaiah faced intense psychological and social pressure to just "blend in" It tests courage, conviction, and loyalty to God (1 Kings 22:13).
· Exodus 23:2 – Do not follow the majority to do evil.
· Jeremiah 1:8 – Do not be afraid of their faces.
· Acts 5:26-29 – Obey God rather than men.
Standing on biblical truth today will often make you a minority of one in your workplace, school, or even your family.

5. Why might some prophets refrain from speaking the truth even if they heard it from God? (1 Kings 22:27)
Self-preservation. Telling Ahab the truth resulted in Micaiah being thrown into prison on bread and water rations. False prophets compromise the truth to secure political Favor, financial gain, safety, and popularity. They do this because of the fear of persecution, desire for approval, financial gain, political pressure, spiritual, compromise
· Micah 3:11 – Corruption, including prophesying.
· Jeremiah 6:13-14 – Prophesying from a position of covetousness so they say “peace” when there is no peace.
· John 12:42-43 – Wanting the accolades of men, we refuse to say the truth.
6. Who did Ahab believe? The 400 or Micaiah? (1 Kings 22:27-29)
Ahab chose to believe the 400 because they fed his pride. However, notice his subconscious fear: he disguised himself before going into battle! He tried to outsmart Micaiah’s prophecy, proving that deep down, he knew Micaiah spoke the truth. You can hide from man, but you cannot hide from God's word.
· Proverbs 14:12 – There is a way that seems right to a man.
· 2 Thessalonians 2:9–11 – God allows delusion when truth is rejected.

Part 3: Guidance Then vs. Now
To wrap up the study, let us use this breakdown to show the transition of how God guides His people across three distinct eras:
	Era
	How God Guided
	Key Characteristic

	Old Testament (1 & 2 Kings, 1 Sam)
	Selective & External: Through Prophets, the Urim and Thummim, Auditory Voices, and Angels.
	The Holy Spirit came upon specific individuals (kings, priests, prophets) for specific tasks, not everyone.

	New Testament (Gospels & Acts)
	The Living Word & The Outpouring: Through Jesus Christ's physical presence, and later, the sudden arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2).
	Guidance became internal. Joel’s prophecy (Joel 2:28) was fulfilled: sons, daughters, old, and young could now receive divine insight.

	Today (The Church Age)
	The Written Word & Indwelling Spirit: Guided by Scripture (2 Tim 3:16), the Holy Spirit living inside us (John 14:26), and godly community (Proverbs 11:14).
	God rarely sends a "Micaiah" to tell us what to do because He expects us to open our Bibles and listen to the Resident Counsellor (the Spirit) within us.



HOW GOD SPOKE IN THE PAST
Old Testament Methods
· Prophets – Amos 7:14–16
· Dreams & Visions – Numbers 12:6
· Angels – Judges 6:11–12
· Urim & Thummim – Exodus 28:30
· Audible Voice – 1 Samuel 3:4–10
· Signs – Judges 6:36–40
· Inner Witness – Nehemiah 2:12
New Testament Methods
· Through Jesus Christ – Hebrews 1:1–2
· Through the Holy Spirit – John 16:13
· Through Scripture – 2 Timothy 3:16
· Through Prophecy – Acts 21:10–11
· Through Dreams & Visions – Acts 2:17
· Through Peace in the Heart – Colossians 3:15
· Through Godly Counsel – Proverbs 11:14
· Through Circumstances – Acts 16:6–10

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS TO ENRICH THE STUDY
1. Why do people hear God more clearly in crisis than in comfort? (Psalm 119:67,71)
2. What is the danger of seeking guidance without relationship? (John 10:27, Matthew 7:22–23)
3. Why does God sometimes delay His guidance? (Habakkuk 2:3)
4. What is the difference between divine guidance and human intuition? (Proverbs 14:12)
5. Why does God guide some people dramatically and others quietly? We must therefore be sensitive. (1 Kings 19:11–12)
6. What role does obedience play in hearing God? (John 7:17)
7. Can God guide someone who is living in disobedience? (Isaiah 59:1-2)
8. Why does God sometimes allow people to believe lies? (2 Thessalonians 2:10–11)
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