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    ACCM

Bible Study: Tuesday July 19, 2022.

Topic: CURSES AND BLESSINGS IV

BLESSINGS

It is not a good thing to spend time studying curses without looking at the reverse of curses. The reverse of a curse is a blessing. So today, we are going to be looking at blessings. In the previous lessons, we learnt about the sources, causes of curses and how to reverse curses. I think having said so much about curses, it will be great to examine the opposite of a curse. We will begin this study by defining what a blessing is. We will then proceed to examine the sources and causes of blessings and those who qualify for divine blessings.
Discussion:

What is a blessing? 

Miriam Webster:  a thing conducive to happiness or welfare. 

Dictionary.com: A special favour, mercy, or benefit: or the invoking of God's favour upon a person
Biblically, a blessing is a positive occurrence or a promotion placed on or experienced by a person because of a pronouncement a deed which necessitated it. 

SOURCES OF TRUE BLESSINGS: There is only one main source of true blessings and that source is God but there are many conduits. James 1: 17, Prov. 10:22. 

The five-fold blessing by God on man: Gen 1: 28. (i) Be fruitful, (ii) Multiply (iii) fill the earth (iv) subdue the earth i.e., be victorious always and (v) have dominion over all living things, including demons and all foul spirit. 

Signs of God’s blessing? Prov. 10:22, Gen 24: 35, Gen 26: 12, Psalm 128: 1-6

It gives God pleasure to bless us. Isa 59:1, Exodus 23:25, Gen 22:16-17, II Chron 1:11-12, Psalm 107:38, Gen 26:12

Men as sources of blessings.

Parents on Children: Gen 27: 27, 28: 1, Gen 48: 8-22

Others: Luke 2:34, Joshua 14:13, Joshua 22: 1-6.

Priest on the Congregation: Aaronic a six-fold blessing on the congregation. I Sam 2:20, Num.6:23-26.

Some of the Apostolic blessings on those who remain steadfast are: (i) May God make you perfect (ii) may He establish you (iii) may He strengthen you (iv) may He settle you (v) may He give you victory over Satan (vi) may He give you peace and grace and (vii) may God love you and fellowship with you. Rom.16:19-20, II Cor.13:14, Jude 1: 24

2) CONDITIONS FOR BLESSINGS: The following are the causes of blessings i.e., the conditions to be satisfied to obtain blessings from God.
(i) Obedience to God Exo 19: 5, Job 36:11,
(ii) Keeping His covenant Deut.4:30, Deut.5:29, 
(iii) Fearing Him Psalm 128: 1 
(iv) Keeping His commandments always and being a doer of the word and not hearers only I Kings 3:14 Rev. 22:14, Zechariah 3:7 James.1:22-25

(v) Walking in His ways 
(vii) Having clean hands and a pure heart, Psalms 24:4-5, 
(viii) Giving to the Lord II Chron 7:4-5,12-14, Mal 3:10-12, I Samuel 2:20-21 
(ix) Make God welcome in your home. II Samuel 6:11.

Blessings could also be generational: I Kings 9:5-6, Gen 13:14-15, 22:18, Matt 1:5.

CONCLUSION: Man was designed to enjoy the blessings of God and not His curses. It was the sin of man that placed enmity between His choice creation. Sin led us to disobedience and because of disobedience curses came into the world. The good news is that through obedience and the sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ, curses have been removed and the blessing has been re-enacted. Thereafter man was given the option to choose between blessings and curses. It your choice and actions that that determines how you live today. Whether the blessings of God or the curses. May we never be found on the side of curses. 

