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    ACCM

Digging Deep: Tuesday October 25th, 2022,

Topic: THE PARABLES OF JESUS Part 1 (The Sower)
TEXT: Matt 13:1-23
INTRODUCTION Many of the fundamental teachings of Jesus were done in parables. There are various disagreement about the number of parables taught by Jesus. It does not make sense to me to mention the numbers peddled out by different theologians. At this point let us agree that Jesus taught in parables. The parables of Jesus were simple and memorable. Most of His parables were in the three synoptic gospels which are Matthew, Mark and Luke. Jesus also told a story in John 10 which many do not see as a parable. Jesus had reasons why he often taught in parables, I think parables provoked deep thinking. Also Jesus said in some scriptures that He would teach in parables and later explain to the disciples because they had been given the secret or the mysteries of the Kingdom of God but that outsiders did not have this secret, so everything to them is given in parables. To us, I think the onus lies on us to go deep and find the meaning especially when we even have the advantage of the big picture because the interpretations are open to us.
As we study the parable of the Sower, we will find out that it is as relevant today as it was in Jesus’ time. May God grant us understanding as we continue in the study of the parables of Jesus. One statement made by Jesus in Matt 13:15 is very instructive.  He said For the hearts of this people have grown dull.” Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their  ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them. Many people’s hearts have grown dull nowadays. Dull by hearing so much from others and SM.
The parable emphasizes two things and they are the Sower and the seed. It was the intention of the Sower to sow a seed that is going to grow and mature and be harvested in large quantities. He played His part but unfortunately, the result was not as expected.

EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE
A. "THE SOWER".
The Sower is the one that takes the word of God and spreads it. 

The Sower went to sow and did it wildly because it was customary to sow seeds like that in those days as the Sower might later come and plough the field. 

1. Who is the Sower today?
A believer that has the mind of increase of the kingdom.  II Tim 4:2, John 15:16, Mark 16:15
2. Why did the Sower adopt that style of sowing instead of the more scientific approach we will use today?

a) This you will find out is because the Sower, who is the spreader of the word, does not know the heart of the people to whom he is taLukeing. Ecc 11:6-8, Jer 17:9-10, I Sam 16:7
b) You do not know God’s plans for that individual. Prov 19:21
3. What are the modern methods of sowing the word?
SM, Drama, 
4. What are the hindrances to sowing the seed in our days? 
Shame, Culture, Knowledge.  Luke 9:26, John 16:1-4, II Tim 2:15
5. Tell us an experience about when you sowed a seed.

B. "THE SEED"

The seed is "the word of the kingdom" - Matt 13:19a .i.e., the gospel of the kingdom, which was the theme of Jesus' preaching. It was also an important element of apostolic preaching.
Two things come to my mind when I hear the word seed. I think there could be a good seed and a bad seed and amongst the bad seed, there are two kinds of bad seeds. 

The challenge with this increase or the lack of it was not the seed but the soil. So the Sower had good seeds. 
1. Why will some seeds not grow even on good soil? 

It could be that the seed itself is bad. These may be people who are willing to take the message but we are not sowing good messages to them and so the results are bad. 
2. What do you consider examples of bad seeds?

Many times as a believer, the seed is yourself because we have become the word that the unbelievers read. Matt 5:16, I Peter 2:12 

The world is seeing more than they are hearing nowadays. The people do not hear too much of our speeches anymore, instead they watch us. Our action is the modern seed.

A rotten seed will not grow. In today’s world every believer must make himself or herself ‘sowable’ because a rotten seed will not grow and it is hard to bring out righteousness from unrighteousness
REASON FOR NO GROWTH (The assumption here is that the seed is perfect)
C. SOIL 1: "THE WAYSIDE" (The concrete SidewaLuke) – The fellow who did not understand.
This soil represents one who "hears and does not understand" Matt 13:19.
What is unique about the wayside? Compact, someone could easily sweep the seed away, whatever is sown there could easily be neglected.

1. Why do people not understand the gospel when it is preached to them? 
a) The word of God makes no sense to some people because they add no faith to it. Heb 4:2 
b) Their hearts have grown dull through over-hearing or offense, Matt 13:15
c) Some do not care to understand. The seeds were so exposed that they were waiting to be taken away. Prov 4:23
d) Some are distracted (e.g. many are carried away by SM distractions.)
e) They hold on to the tradition, philosophy and culture of the time. Mark 7:8-9
The "BIRDS" represent "the wicked one" (called "the devil" in Luke 8:12) who snatches away the word from those whose hearts really do not care.
2. How does the devil take the words away from our hearts? 

a) By introducing doubts that eliminates the word Gen 3:1. 

b) Bringing acquaintances who will erode what was said to you and because you did not understand, it is swept away. 
D. SOIL 2 "THE STONY PLACES"  
1. This soil represents the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumble 
That is the kind of message that brings instant joy but has no foundation – Typical example of messages where you do not mention challenges
An emotional reception without a strong foundation based upon the Word will not endure challenges.
Another example is frightening messages without root. (e.g. the movie - Burning Hell)
What are examples of troubles and persecution in our days that could make someone stumble?
PART CONCLUSION: God expects us to be Sowers because He wants us to go and bear fruits and that our  fruits should remain. We might wonder if the ground is fertile enough. That is not ours to determine. He controls the birds that will eat the fruit and he knows the state of the soul that we have chosen to plant our stuff in. It will be great if we leave that to Him to figure out. 

Today we are going to consider the thorns and the good ground. And these will end our discussion on the parable of the Sower.
E. "AMONG THE THORNS"
1. This soil represents the one who hears the word but whose ability to bear fruit is choked by:

1) "The cares of this world" - Matt 13:22b
2) "The deceitfulness of riches" - Matt 13:22c
3) "Pleasures of life" (added in Luke 8:14)

2. How these three "thorns" can cause us to be unfruitful is explained in other portions of God's Word.
a. The cares of this world

1) Give examples of the cares of this world - Luke 21:34-36, Rom 13:13. These might not necessarily be sin but they could derail your spiritual focus and generate anxiety. 
2) The evil in cares and anxieties is that they can detract our minds from what is enormously important - Luke 12:29-32
b. The deceitfulness of riches

1) The danger is described in 1 Tim 6:9-10, Prov 28:20
2) Again, the evil in riches lay in diverting our attention away from God, and feeling self-sufficient - 1 Tim 6:17
c. Pleasures of life. Let us not mistake the pleasures of life for the good things in life. The pleasures of life are stated in Gal 5:19-21
1) Those involving the flesh in particular divert our minds from the things of the Spirit Gal 5:17
2) Sowing to the flesh makes it impossible to reap from the Spirit! - Gal 6:7-9
F. "THE GOOD GROUND" 
1. This soil represents the one who

a. "hears the word and understands it" - Matt 13:23a
b. "indeed bears fruit and produces" - Matt 13:23b
b. Luke adds that he hears "the word with a noble and good heart", and then "keeps it and bears fruit with patience" - Luke 8:15
2. Those with "a noble and good heart", then, are the ones

a. Who will understand the Word

b. Who will keep it, and with patience produce fruit in their lives!

3. They will be like the Bereans, who were commended for being "fair-minded", as manifested in the way they: Acts 17: 10-11.

a. "received the word will all readiness"

b. "searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so" - Ac 17:11
4. Note the importance of "understanding" in relation to "bearing fruit".

a. Jesus made the connection between the two in this parable - Matt 13:23
b. Paul connects the two when he writes of the gospel producing fruit among the Colossians "since the day they heard (NASV says "understood") the grace of God in truth" - Col 1:5-6. When one "understands", they will more likely "bear fruit"; but the key to understanding is having a "good and noble heart" that is willing to listen and learn!

5. And what kind of "fruit" will one bear? There are different kinds.

a. The fruit of winning souls to Christ - Rom 1:13
b. The fruit of practical holiness - Rom 6:22
c. The fruit of sharing material things - Rom 15:27
d. The fruit of the Spirit (i.e., a Christ-like character) Gal 5:22-23
e. The fruit of good works - Col 1:10
f. The fruit of praise & thanksgiving - Heb 13:15
6. An important observation is that not all will bear the same amount a. "some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty"
What can we do as believers so we may bear more fruits. John 15:2
The fruits borne by some might be according to their ability as illustrated in the Parable of the Talents, some may be given more according to their ability to use what God has given them - Matt 25:14-15.  Whatever our ability, we should exercise it accordingly 1 Pet 4:10-11
"What kind of soil are you?" You may not know the type of soil you are but it is easy for people to know. 
