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All Citizens Church
Bible Study: Tuesday January 3rd, 2023.
THE PARABLES OF JESUS. The Unforgiving Servant Part A
TEXT: Matthew 18: 15-35
INTRODUCTION: It is a new year. In fact, the year is not too old for me to wish any one a happy new year. This is a topic which we have discussed severally and we shall continue to discuss as long as we are in this world. There is not going to be a time that we will have too much of it. 

You may have discovered that we started the text from verse 15 while the issue under review happened from verse 21 to 35. My main reason for that is because scripture interprets scripture. I think that it is a bad approach to interpretation of scripture when we do not consider the prior event and the event after it. So, as we look at the question of Peter, it will be reasonable to investigate what might have led Peter to ask Jesus that pertinent question.
There is no better time to discuss forgiveness than the beginning of the year, especially when the Lord has told us that this year will be our year of rejoicing. If you refuse to forgive others, you have created a path to sadness and depression for yourself, therefore forgiveness is a must if we must rejoice through the year.
The parable under review is about forgiveness. I have found this topic to be highly discussed by Christians but difficult to practice by many. It has broken churches, homes, relationships, businesses etc. God takes the issue of forgiveness very seriously as explained by Jesus in the verses under review. It is as serious as the issue of life and death. Unforgiveness could stand between our making it to heaven according to this scripture. Many people do not understand forgiveness and how to manage it and hence we get into contention which leads to self-inflicted pain, bitterness and sickness (physical, psychological and spiritual). Unforgiveness is a major point of contention in many relationships. Peter understood how challenging it could be to manage forgiveness especially for the person who is hurt. This troubled him and hence he asked Jesus the question which precipitated today’s Bible Study. The question was ‘how often shall me brother sin against me and I forgive him’? Jesus illustrated the matter of forgiveness with the parable being discussed in this Bible Study. May God help us to understand forgiveness and grant us the wherewithal to be able to forgive others when we are offended. 

DISCUSSION:  Part A
a) What led the question in verse 21. Matt 18:15-17.  How should a believer manage an offense I have decided to discuss this because if we do not understand this we cannot manage forgiveness as a church
I
If a brother sins against you go and talk to him privately.  BB, YLT, HCSB (Check the statement Tell him his fault) Greek (elenxon) - Go and confront
II
But if he will not listen, take one or two others. Why did the Bible advise this? I Cor 6: 5, Deut 19:15. There are two reasons for this. The first one is so that there will be witnesses and the second one is that the parties will help mediate. One major assumption in this who matter is that the parties must not be partisan and they must be Christians.
III
And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church (The second place where the word church was used by Jesus Christ in the New Testament) 
· Who is referred to as the church here, Matt 16:18 18:20, Acts 20:28
· Can the whole church stand to decide this case? Who will then decide this case. Acts 6:1-7. (Let’s imagine if everyone refused to do anything) What would have been the result? 
· Who will exercise the power of the church as the final arbiter (If we are forced to agree with the powers of the court why do some Christians not believe the power of the church?) I Cor 6:1. My answer to many of such people is they do not believe in the leadership of the church and as such they do not also believe in the church. Such people have challenge with spiritual authority.
IV
If he refuses to yield to the church what should be done? This was a catastrophic experience in the days of the Apostles but it is different these days as the culprit will move to another church. The spiritual consequence is not different, no matter the assembly you run to. This is exactly what the law of social justice does too. All societies are justified in excluding from their communion one who repudiates the very conditions of membership. For instance, if you reject the law of the society you live in, you go to jail. You could jump jail and go to another country but that does not absolve you of your guilt in the country where you ran away from and on international scale you could be extradited to come answer to your crime. This situation is only applicable if you are a genuine believer. This is similar to the laws of a profession. I Cor 6:1-5, 7 Until you learn to leave matters for heaven to take care of, you are either a baby Christian or you are not a Christian. There are certain believers who will never agree to the judgement of the elders of the church until they take it to the courts or societal councilors. (I will not get involved)
V
What does verses 18-20 tell us about the powers of the church? 

· Who exercises these powers on behalf of the church? Acts 14:23
· Are these powers still in place in the church? They are there and just like spiritual things, it takes the spiritual to see and understand them.
· Can they be misused? Pastors and elders are human and so subject to fallibility and how do we therefore take their decision.  I Tim 3:1-12.
b) Peter’s question prompted Jesus to give this parable. Do you think peter would have been surprised at Jesus’ answer?

c) Why did Peter ask this question? Matt 18:15-20, 

d) Is Jesus’ answer possible? Gen 33: 4, 45: 15, Acts 7: 60.
e) What did the answer of Jesus mean? Jesus’ answer is not to be taken literally. He confronts Peter with the truth that the spirit of forgiveness really knows no bounds.
