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All Citizens Church
Bible Study: Tuesday January 17th, 2023.
THE PARABLES OF JESUS. The Unforgiving Servant Part B
TEXT: Matthew 18: 15-35
In this parable who offended and why did they offend?

Why do people offend?

· Character traits (Learned and Inherited). Titus 1:12-14, John 1:47
· Ignorance I Cor 2:8
· The Devil
· Human error (Honest mistake) 

· Circumstances beyond human control. Gen 37:21
· Deliberate attempt to offend you. Gen 37:18-22
· Fear or self-defense.

· Mistakes and cover ups
Whether you know or you do not know why you were offended, the bible says go and confront the person.

What are people’s usual reactions when you confront them about an offense?

· Agree and apologize

· Disagree with your point of view

· Tell a lie and manipulate you.
It does not matter how the person responds, the bible says we should forgive. 

Lessons from the story.
God forgave us our sins so we should forgive all others who sins against us.

If we refuse to forgive whoever sins against us will God forgive us? 

The servants both begged for their sins. That brings us to the problem of repentance. 

Should I forgive someone even when the person does not repent? Isa 55:7, Matt 18:15-17, Luke 17: 3. James 5: 20, Matt 5: 23.

Forgiveness is a sign of gratitude. Matt 18: 32. As it reminds you that you were also forgiven at some point

Forgiveness brings joy. Luke 15: 24, 28
We can also draw several subsidiary lessons:

a. We are all God's debtors - Matt 18:23; cf. Rom 3:23
b. None are able to pay what he or she owes - Matt 18:25
c. But by Christ's atoning sacrifice, the debt is paid - Matt 18:27; Matt 20:28
d. Only those who are willing to forgive others can be assured that they are indeed forgiven - Matt 18:35; Matt 6:14-15
e. It should be easy to forgive others, for what we owed God is infinitely more than what others owe us - Matt 18:32,33
f. The unforgiving person is destined for everlasting punishment! - Matt 18:34, 35; Rom 1:31
HOW TO DEVELOP A FORGIVING SPIRIT
A. FOCUS ON GOD'S FORGIVENESS ...
1. Think about the other person and the effect of unforgiveness on him- Eph 4:32; Col 3:13
a. Think about the cost of losing that fellow believer.

b. Think about your joy

2. This is where the unmerciful servant went wrong. Do not focus on the sin committed against you or its effect on you. Matt 18:28
3. If possible, launch the process of forgiveness.  Matt 28:15

4. Do not pretend that you are not hurt when you are hurt. 
B. WE SHOULD ALLOW THE LORD TO HELP US TO "FORGIVE”
1. It is difficult to forget when someone hurts you unless the Holy Spirit helps you!" John 15:5
The American Heritage Dictionary defines the word ‘forget’ as

a. To be unable to remember something

b. To treat with thoughtless inattention; neglect: forget one's family

c. To leave behind unintentionally

d. To fail to mention 

The last three definitions should help us to define forgiveness

a. Technically, we may be able to recall the offense to our minds

b. But for all practical purposes, disregard the offense as much as possible, Gen 50:20, Phil 3:13
Above all, let the spirit of true love rule your heart. With true love it is easier to overlook what others have done to you. I Cor 13: 7, Isaiah 49: 15

Consider Jesus on the cross, Stephen when he was being stoned, Joseph when he received his brothers.

CONCLUSION: When we see the reason why God expects us to forgive, we will not find it hard to forgive others. Since the Bible abounds with people who were able to forgive people in spite of the wrong done to them by these people, we too should be able to forgive. Unforgiveness gives room to bitterness which is the root of a lot of sicknesses. We must realize that God does not love unforgiveness. He has tight our entering into eternal life to our ability to forgive. 
