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All Citizens Church
Bible Study: Tuesday January 31st, 2023.
THE PARABLES OF JESUS. The Virgins Part 1
TEXT: Matthew 25: 1-13

INTRODUCTION: The return of Jesus Christ to the earth to take His saints to heaven dominates the entire Bible (II Peter 3: 10-14, Acts 1: 11). That this doctrine has been taught for over 2000 years and the event has not happened has made some people to view it as a religious myth (II Peter 3:8-9). To further complicate the issue, many religions also talk about the second coming of Christ or the second coming of one person or the other. Jesus knew that His coming may follow this pattern, hence He told this parable to the people so that we will not be discouraged when we notice a seeming delay in His return. It was also to make us prepared and ever ready for His return. These days we hear people say that the return of Jesus has been expected for so long that it might actually be one of the gimmicks of Christianity. I liken that to a man who has gone on a business trip and who told his wife that he was going to return, however because he has lingered on this trip, people are telling his wife to forget him since he is delaying in his return. It is up to his wife to believe them or reject them. The thought that Jesus may not be coming back after all is a human and it is understood but the believer should not be weary of waiting for our Master because ultimately, we will find that it is worth the wait. May God help us as we look deeply into this parable again this evening in Jesus Name. 
https://www.quora.com/Where-in-the-Quran-is-there-a-mention-of-the-return-of-Jesus
DISCUSSION: 

What was the status of all the people according to the Bible? And what does it mean to you?

These people were all virgins. That means these people belonged to a chosen class. There is some theology behind this. **

Characteristics of the Wise ones (What did the wise Virgins do differently from the foolish ones) 
a. They diligently prepared themselves for the Master's coming. They were such that at any moment, they will not be lacking in anything especially the oil which is of great help to them in times of need. What is the function of the Oil (Holy Spirit) to a Christian? 
Isaiah 11:2-3, John 14:17, 26, 15:26, 16:8-9,13-14. 

If you are therefore in church today without depending on the Holy Spirit for help, you may not be able to pull through because Challenging times will come. 

b. They were conscious of what might happen if there is a change; they therefore look forward to it and live wisely. – II Kings 2:10-11 (It calls for consciousness: Why do some fellows who were Christians in Nigeria come to Canada and lose the faith?) Eph 5: 15-16, 6:13,15, Ecc. 9:10, Rom 13:11
c. For them, the coming of the Lord was their complete focus. (The true Christians should be completely taken over by the things of the spirit)
Note that it was the virgins’ responsibility to ensure the light is burning. The light is what the people can see but how to ensure that the light is burning is the responsibility of the virgin Matt 5: 14, 16, Phil 2: 15, Prov 4: 18. 

Characteristics of the foolish ones (What made the Bible to classify them as foolish)
a. They knew their groom was coming just like the wise. They are like any other believer in the church. They may be difficult to identify on face value.
b. They lived by assumptions hence they were not prepared. II Tim 3: 1-5, 4: 3-4, Judges 16:20. Such people could be classified to be careless and often take the business of God for granted. It is the challenges of failure or success of any proportion that reveals who they are.
c. They never went any extra mile. Matt 5:41, Luke 10: 25-37 (The good Samaritan)

d. They focused on the visible. Matt 6:1,5,15, 23:5. To keep the light burning, they needed the oil. That is the invisible part. This is where men cheat. Here, we may use all sorts of things to keep the light glowing so as to deceive the world. Some might even just be burning the wick without the oil. That will not last for too long. 
It is the lack of the Holy Spirit or our refusal to surrender to His Lordship that generates unabated struggle and deceit. Some will cheat and deceive others so people will think their light is burning bright
Do not trust in Previous Accomplishments

1. What did the foolish virgin lack
The foolish virgins did have “extra” oil - Matt 25:8, 

2. So they had made some preparation, but foolishly trusted in what they had done in the past Phil. 3:12-15, Heb 6:1, Luke 9:62 We should not rest on our laurels or rest on our past victories, but have the attitude of Paul.
There is some theology behind this. Many theologians consider these virgins as the Jews, while some think that they represent the church. That will not be our focus in this Bible study. Rather let us see them as people who were preparing for eternity. Since we are not in a theology class, so our purpose today is not to unravel if this parable was referring to the church or to the Jews. Some say the parable was directed at the Jews who would have passed through the tribulation while others say it was talking about the Church. 

To understand this argument, you may need to go back to Chapter 24 of Matthew. This is because Jesus was answering a question that was raised by the disciples in 

Matt 24 3, Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age? 

Let us therefore leave the issue to the theologians for now and those of us who might be interested in theology.  The focus of this parable however is on preparedness. It is asking us to be prepared since we do not know when the Master will come. It could therefore hold either for the Jews or the Church.

