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All Citizens Church
Bible Study: Tuesday January 27th, 2023.
THE PARABLES OF JESUS. The Foolish Virgins Part 2
Preparedness is not transferable

1. The wise virgins could not share their oil with the foolish virgins – Matt. 25:9 Salvation is personal. It is not sharable with your loved one. (One must receive it from the Lord Himself) – Psalm 49:7; Prov 9:12, Rom 14: 12, Ezekiel 18:20, John 8:38-39, Matt 3:9
We cannot be "saved by association" neither can we be saved by inheritance.
a. It did not work for the Jews - cf. Jer 7:4-7

b. Each of us must have our own name in the Book of Life - Rev 20:13

Are you foolishly trusting in your relationship with someone else for your salvation (a parent, a spouse, a church, etc.)?

D. The Foolish virgins did not have a second chance.

1. Despite their pleas, the foolish virgins were not permitted to the wedding - Matt 25:10-12

2. When the Lord comes again, the time for salvation is gone! II Cor 6: 2

The bridegroom delayed. Matthew 24: 36, I Thess. 5:1-6, Mark 13: 35, II Peter 3: 10-12. 
No one can tell when this day is going to be nor why the bridegroom delayed. However, while the bridegroom delayed, the virgins all slept off. It appears they were the same while they were all sleeping but the wise ones were prepared. We may seem to be doing the same things right now but the time of separation is coming.
When the bridegroom returned, the lamps were still there but they were not useful. A Christian without the Holy Spirit is not useful for anything. The flesh which we pay so much attention to will become useless when spiritual business arises. 

How to Maintain a state of preparedness.

1. Be careful not to let this world to pre-occupy you - Lk 21:34-35
a. Through its worldly lusts and b. through its worldly concerns

2. Be steadfast in prayer - Lk 21:36; a. For in ‘genuine and unselfish’ prayer, we naturally maintain an attitude of watchfulness (which is a mark of preparation). Eph 6:18.

b. For in prayer we can be assured that we will be counted worthy as we confess our sins. 1:John: 1:9
3. Be diligent to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. - II Pet 3:18, 

a. As defined in II Pet 1:5-8, b. The blessings of which are described in II Pet 1:10-11
CONCLUSION

1. This parable teaches that a great day is coming, a day in which there will be a separation between the true believers and other believers. The group will be separated into 
a. Those who prepared themselves and faithfully watched for His coming

b. Those who were not prepared, to whom they will hear the Lord say: “Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you."

Dearly Beloved, if the Lord were to come today, would He find you watching and would He find you prepared? Would He even know you? Matt 7:21-23

"Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming." (Matt 25:13)

