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All Citizens Church
Bible Study: Tuesday 14th March, 2023.
THE PARABLES OF JESUS Part Va. The Good Samaritan
TEXT: Luke 10: 25-37
INTRODUCTION: The story of the Good Samaritan has been told in so many places and analyzed in several ways. Also, some organizations have adopted this title as name. Unfortunately, many have not sat down to imbibe the moral and the lesson of the story. It is sad to see people talk about the story of the Good Samaritan and they are still very discriminatory. It is interesting to see Churches preach this message and yet still practice one form of prejudice or the other. May the Lord expose His words unto us today so that we will be able to see where we stand in life as we relate our lives to the story of the Good Samaritan.
DISCUSSION:
This discussion can be broken down into two parts
A: The discussion between Jesus and the Lawyer

a.
Who are the people involved in this discussion? The lawyer and Jesus
b.
What was the question the lawyer asked Jesus? “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”
c.
Why did he ask Jesus that question? To test Jesus
d.
What was the issue in the question? The issue of eternal life
e.
What question did Jesus ask the lawyer? “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?”
f.
What was the lawyer’s answer? “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’”
How many things should you use to love the Lord. Heart, soul, strength and your mind. 
The heart is divided into two which are the physical and the spiritual. The bible is not referring to the physical here but the spiritual. In this case, since the heart is the engine of the body, it means you should surrender all of you to the Lord and everything that moves you should be about God.

The Soul is the immortal part of a human being that connects with the spirit. So, no portion must be given to the devil or even to man.
The Strength is more physical which requires a push or a personal desire to get it to function. So we must physically exercise our strength to serve God
The mind can be broken into the conscious and the sub-conscious. In this case the Bible appears to be referring to the conscious portion of the soul where we do our thinking and reasoning. So, our thoughts must be completely in line with God’s desire.
g. What should be your moral obligation to others before you can fulfil the law. Give some examples of this in respect to issues like love, justice, truth, morality etc.
h. What is the meaning of the Lawyer’s answer? That true religion is a combination of the religious and the ethical. James 1:27, Deut 14:29, Matt 25:35-36, Isa 58:6-7, Matt 15:16, I Pet 2:12
i.
What did the answer of the lawyer tell about him and what did the answer of Jesus show about the lawyer? 
j. Was the Lawyers answer, correct? Yes, his answer was perfect; What made it perfect?

i. It agreed with the law. Matt 22:37-39, Duet 6:5, Lev 19:18

ii. It agreed with Jesus’ mission on earth.

iii. It is a combination of the spiritual and the physical

iv. It is a manifestation of the visible and the invisible

k. The answer of the lawyer showed that he knew the law but the answer of Jesus showed that the lawyer was not doing the law. Many people know the law or what is right. The strength or the will to do right is what many lack. 
l.
What was the next question that the lawyer asked Jesus and what do you think or suppose was his expectation?
The lawyer was almost going to justify himself and feel good that he is doing the right thing before Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan
CONCLUSION: A false balance is an abomination to the Lord and it will hinder us from making it to eternal life. It does not pay us to justify ourselves before the almighty God. It is best for us to accept our weaknesses and let God help us. There is no righteousness which we can exhibit that will qualify us for eternity expect we lean on the righteousness of God. 
