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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary

Bible Study: Tuesday May 9th, 2023.


Topic: THE PARABLES OF JESUS Part (The Talent)
TEXT: Matthew 25: 14-30

INTRODUCTION: Immediately following the parable of "The Wise and Foolish Virgins", we find Jesus telling the parable of "The Talents". While both parables relate to the kingdom of heaven, and especially in anticipation of the Lord's return, the first stresses the need to be "prepared"; the latter, the need to be "productive". The first emphasizes "watching" for the Lord; the latter, "working" for the Lord. These parables of Jesus have been told in many places and I believe many of us have heard or read this parable before now. Today, we are going to study and apply the parable of the talent to our every day living.

DISCUSSION: 

The parable is related to the kingdom of Heaven: The period which we have on earth and when we depart this world is long enough for us to accomplish the master’s task. 

Examination of the story and lessons garnered
· All the servants got gifts.
· Some got more than others.
· One went and hid the talent in the ground.
· The gifts were allocated according to the master’s discretion.
· Was the master unjust to have given some five and another one?
· Two traded with theirs while one kept his intact without losing it.
· They did not begin to complain over each other’s talent.
· They all had the same starting point but with different resources.

· Since they report to the master, they were focused on what they were going to report to the master.

· The servants who traded received the same reward despite their discrepancies in talent which may have resulted in different levels of esteems.

· Demand is not placed on a hidden object so one of them neatly hid it. If you successfully hide your talent in the church, no one will bother you until the master comes. 

The accounts were not given on each one’s behalf and they did not render accounts to themselves but to the master. They may have discussed their business but the reward is ultimately with the master not the fellow servants. It does not matter much to heaven whether other Christians praise you or not. You may be able to dodge rendering account to the pastor or fellow believers but the giver of the gift will certainly ask us some day. Rom 14:12. 
There is a time to manifest sonship and there is a time to manifest servanthood. Gal 4:1, Rom :8:19. To fulfil the will of God for our lives we have to manifest both of them 
The Master went to a far country: Men have often taken the long time given to us for granted. II Peter 3: 9, Heb 10: 37, Matthew 24: 38, II Cor 5:10.
The goods were given to them in trust and as such they still belonged to the master. The master is the reason for the talent and owner of the talent. You are stewards of God’s wealth. This wealth includes your own children.  Psalm 127:3, Eph 4: 11-12. Identify some goods given to us by the Master.
Consider how the master distributed the talents: According to their ability
The talents were not unjustifiably distributed: I Cor 10: 13, I Peter 4: 11, Rom 12: 6-8, Colossians 3:23-24, 
Everyone received a talent and the Servants had no say in the distribution of talents. Many are in church doing nothing and many seek for opportunities to escape working for God.  I Cor 12: 4-11, 28-31
Jesus did not begin to compare but dealt with them according to the resources He gave to them. God is not asking you to trade with another person’s gift.
Take note of the following:

The servants set out to work with the talents given to them: Rom 12: 4

The servants were not proud or ashamed of whatever they had as they had no input in the talent they received. Rom 9:19-20
What if the servant had used the talent to profit the master’s enemy. Many people have the master’s gift which they are using to please the devil.

Examine the results of the efforts of the servants.

It is a ‘use it or lose it’ kind of a thing.

The two servants are praised for their faithfulness and not the result. 1 Cor 4: 2. So what could have happened if the result was not 100%
The servant who hid his in the ground was punished. He lost the one which he had.

Why did one of them bury his talent in the ground?  Why the ground.
He did not bury the talent because it was one. If he had been given five talents, he might have buried them likewise. Matt 25:25

If he had simply held on to it without hiding it, would the master have commended him? 

Perhaps because no one will see it and criticize him or he wanted to go about his own business and He was lazy. Some believers will accuse God that their talent was not commensurate with another believer’s. Prov 22: 13, 26: 13, 

He knew that his master will require them to give account on his return why did he still do nothing about it?

He was afraid. Verse 25. Fear will make many of us not to achieve what God has sent us to this world to achieve.

What do you think would have happened if the servants invested and lost the money? 
1 Cor 3: 13-15

CONCLUSION: I believe that every now and then God returns to ask us what we have done with the talents which he has left with us. Matthew recorded the parable because he wants us Christians to escape from such failures. 

