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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary

Bible Study: Tuesday, August 8th 2023.

Topic: HEARING GOD’S VOICE

TEXT: Numbers 22:1-32, I Kings 21:17-19.
INTRODUCTION: It is a question you often hear people ask; how do I hear from God. If we must matter and be of great relevance to ourselves and to others in our days, we must of importance and necessity take this topic very seriously. The world is waiting for the man or the woman who can say ‘Thus says the Lord…..’ There must be continuous speaking by God to His church to make the church credible. How different will the situation be for the church today when we begin to hear His voice?
The act of hearing a voice or voices is not new.  You might not be able to control the voice you hear but you should be able to identify the one that is speaking to you and decide which voice to obey
DOES GOD STILL SPEAK TODAY?

The pseudepigrapha talks about some Pharisees about 800BC that said God stopped speaking after the 5th book of Moses was written. Interestingly there are modern day theological Pharisees who say God only speaks through what is written in the Bible.

Heb 12:25 says God is still speaking also see Rev 2:7
WHY MUST WE HEAR GOD? Matt 4:4, II Cor 6:16.

Is there any repercussion for not knowing the will of God? Luke 12: 47-48.

Do not substitute human wisdom for hearing from God.

HOW DOES GOD SPEAK TO US?
1. His word: II Tim 3:16-17, Rom 15:4, II Pet 1:20-21

2. Speaks to us. Jer 1:4-10, I Chron 28:2-3, 

3. Through preachers Rom 10:14, II Chron 20:20

4. Through other people: II Sam 12:1, 

5. Through dreams: Gen 31:20-30, Gen 40:7-19, Matt 2:13, 19
6. Through visions Acts 18:9-10, 9:10-11
7. Through signs: I Sam 101-7, Isaiah 7:14, 

Do you see God’s word as dogmatic, static, dynamic or relevant to situations?  Heb 4:12 NIV, Jer 23: 29. 
HOW DO WE HEAR FROM GOD?
We must be familiar with God. Understanding and hearing from someone must come through familiarity. Gen 28:10-15. Because God is not a physical person we see every day, we must learn how to understand and recognize his presence and his voice. These do not come as easy as with a person. This is because when a person is there you can see him or her. With time you are able to tell the presence of God. This could happen when you are studying the scripture or through some of the other contacts we have mentioned above. 
HINDERANCES TO HEARING FROM GOD

1. No relationship with God. Rom 1:19-24
2. Imperfect or tainted heart II Chr 16:9 - heart is loyal (perfect)
What can make the heart to become imperfect before God?

Your heart is affected by 

a. Worldliness 1 John 2:15, Matthew 22:37

b. Impure motives and impure intention: Numbers 23, Acts 5, I Sam 16:7
c. Inattentiveness. Luke 10:38-42
d. Challenges – Gen 28:16. One of the reasons why Jacob perhaps did not know that God was there was because he was worried about the challenges ahead. 
e. Wrong associations. I Kings 12:8. Many of us have become tainted by the associations we keep and this has shielded us from hearing the voice of God.

f. Impatience. I Sam 13:11-14.
Acting on powers different from God’s: Zech 4:6, Acts 19:14-16, Lev 10:1-3
3. Hardness of heart Heb 4:7 (what causes hardness of heart?)
a. Unforgiveness

4. An unregenerate condition (What can cause this)

a. Intellectual manipulations Acts 17:18-22

5. Disobedience (Why are people disobedient)

a. Pride I Peter 5:5b-6
b. Pre-Conceptions (II Kings 5)

c.  Our Theology (Our Pre-conception about God)
CONCLUSION: When we consistently hear the word of God and adhere to his words, we will live a life of peace. There may be storms and challenges but because you and reliant on God and you can tell what he has said, you will be at peace all the time. You will not operate with trial by error but you will be sure of what you want to do. 

