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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary

Bible Study: Tuesday, November 14th 2023.

Topic: PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING Part 2 – Exploring the letter to the Corinthians
Text: I Cor 2: 1-16

INTRODUCTION: We will divide today’s bible study into two parts or two portions. One part will deal with effect of human wisdom and the other portion will deal with the wisdom of God.
Human wisdom is often depicted by Eloquence, manipulations and persuasive speeches, identification of personalities, embellishment, exaggerations, oratory prowess etc. 
The Apostle Paul was not saying that God eulogizes or celebrates ignorance and rejects wisdom.  However, in this chapter he was speaking about the wisdom that is from God which is embedded in the mystery of redemption which the rulers of this world did not understand since the time of Isaiah and he went ahead and quoted Isaiah 64:4. A verse which we often interpret as yet to come but the Apostle seems to say it has happened.  
Today we will take the little time we have to go deeper into the mind of the Apostle as he writes I Cor 2. We will try to relate some of his thoughts with the operations of the world and the church today.
Discussion: 
Part 1. Verses 2-5; Natural Wisdom 
1.
From the scripture we read in verse 2 what do you consider could be the problem in separating and identifying special personalities in the church? James 2:1-13. 
2.
When the church is not illuminated by the Holy Spirit what do you think happens to such churches? I Cor 3:3-4, 1:12. Since the Pastors will be chosen from the same congregations, things will be operated in the natural and that will be disastrous  
3.
What is the challenge when the people in the church focus on the oratory powers, flamboyance, bombastic nature, etc. of the ministers and set aside the wisdom of the Holy Spirit? Acts 14:11. 18:25. The gospel is hidden, and the church is flooded with natural people who see things in the physical rather than in the spiritual. 
Part 2. Verses 6-16; Spiritual Wisdom
What does apostle Paul mean when he talks about speaking wisdom to the mature. He was not saying God celebrates ignorance. As he demonstrated absolute wisdom in many scriptures: II Cor 5:11, Acts 26:28, 26:24. Watch the people you are speaking to. It is a waste of time speaking certain things to people who cannot comprehend what you are saying.  
He says wisdom is spoken in mystery; what mystery is Apostle Paul referring to. The wisdom that comes through the spirit Matt 11:25 and not through the natural man. The wisdom that the Father operates in heaven that brought salvation to man. Eph 1:4. 
It is the mystery which the rulers of the age (Most probably principalities, powers, demonic spirits, and their human agents) did not understand. If they had understood, they would not have crucified the Lord Jesus Christ. If they had known that the crucifixion of Christ will liberate the world, they might have left Him.
Explain verse 9: The only way anyone would have known that plan of God was to have the spirit of God through the wisdom of God. Verse 9 speaks about the eye not seeing and the ears not hearing and it not entering the heart of man. These are all physical pathways to understanding. None of these physical paths would have been able to understand the mystery of heaven concerning salvation. To know the thoughts of God you need the spirit of God, just like you need the spirit of man (the intellect, the mind, and the will) to understand the thoughts of man. Animals cannot understand our spirit. Verse 11.
The revelation of the gospel was through inspiration of the Holy spirit (verses 9-11) and illumination (verse 12)
Why can the spiritual man judge everything including physical things, yet the physical man cannot understand nor judge spiritual things? 14-15
CONCLUSION: It is practical foolishness to try to explain the work of the cross to the unregenerated mind. The wise Christian should never waste his time trying to explain this to the unbeliever. The message of the cross remains power to the ones whom the Holy Spirit has enlightened their minds and things of the spirit make sense to them. They are able to utilize the words of God.
