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All Citizens Christian Church Calgary
Bible Study: Tuesday, September 10th, 2024. Topic: THE NEHEMIAH CHRISTIAN Part 4
WITHSTANDING THE ENEMY AS WE WORK FOR THE LORD
Text: Nehemiah 6
Our enemies are often so determined to defeat the work of God’s people that they will use any tactic possible. They may use deceitful tactics and religious language to hide their evil intentions. They may incite fear to make people engaged in promoting God's Kingdom to quit the work. We should expect these tactics and be prepared for them the way Nehemiah did. 
Determination and courage are essential character traits in resisting our enemies. We must be determined and firmly committed to God's purposes if we want to be able to withstand our enemies.
Every serious Christian or Christian organisation committed to a just course, must anticipate the antics of the enemy and learn to resist the enemy’s assaults intended to divert their attention away from their objectives. This we will do through prayers, spiritual perception, discernment and passionate desire to accomplish God’s work.
We learnt previously that it is essential for leaders to have a clear and effective communication plan. With the greatest of plans, leaders can still fail when they quit due to persistent obstacles from their enemies. Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem did not give up even when Nehemiah proved that he knew their tricks. Rather than give up, they began another plan to harm Nehemiah because perhaps they felt that harming Nehemiah will stop the work of building the wall.
Nehemiah never focused on his enemies because focusing on our enemies is a distraction that stops us from getting the work done.

DISCUSSION:
WATCH OUT FOR THE ENEMY’S FRIENDSHIP
List the tricks being played on Nehemiah to pull him off the work of building the wall.
1. Let’s meet at the plain of Ono. (How many times did they do this?)
2. Sanballat believed the words of Geshem that Nehemiah and the Jews are planning to rebel against the king and that was why they were building the wall and that Nehemiah has appointed prophets to proclaim him king. 
3. Using Shemaiah who was even a Jew to make Nehemiah to meet with him inside the temple.
Why were Sanballat and co doing what they were doing?
Just to stop the building of the wall even at this stage. Neh. 2:10, 6:1-2. THE CLOSER YOU ARE TO YOUR DESTINY THE MORE VICIOUS YOUR ENEMY WILL BE TO STOP YOU. 
What were the previous strategies? 1. Mockery 2. Ready to disrupt the work with force. 
1. What was the latest strategy of Nehemiah’s enemies? They became friendly. You must identify your enemies no matter the face they put up: Neh. 6:2. Be careful going to the plain of Ono. (The enemies created what looked like a hang out with the big boys’ type of thing) Nehemiah discerned the purpose of their invitation and he rejected their offer. What was their reason as discerned by Nehemiah? Your enemy will not give you the true picture of what they are doing.
i. Every believer must be spiritually sensitive in his or her decisions. Prov. 27:6. We must operate life with discernment and prayers. One wrong step could derail many things. Nehemiah refused to honour the invitation by Sanballat and his friends. 
What is the difference between discernment and being cynical? Cynical means lack of trust or being negative. Discernment breeds focus
How do we develop discernment?
1. By nature of use (Maturity) Heb. 5:14 ESV
2. Prayer Acts 1:26
3. Gift I Cor 12:10

2. What was Nehemiah’s response to them? Neh. 6:3-4. 
If the reason behind the request of Sanballat was good, they would have Nehemiah’s request. 
3. What were implications of the intrigues of Nehemiah’s enemies? I.e. what might have happened if Nehemiah had responded to their request? They wanted the work to stop so Nehemiah thinking of finishing the work before perhaps responding to their request will be useless to their plans. Don’t we sometimes leave the work of God to answer frivolous requests and at the end the work of the Lord falters? What premium do you place on God’s work? (Notice that Nehemiah said I am doing a ‘great work’) Do you consider what you are doing for God a great work? Many may have submitted to their request because of their persistence. Actually, that is a reason why you should not submit to your enemies. 
i. The first four request were invitations
ii. Neh. 6:5-7. The fifth request was an invitation of blackmail supported with intimidation. This is an old trick in the book. These are sometimes very vague accusations. Sometimes they will call names that you cannot verify or they will say people are saying or as it is said here in NKJV, it is reported among the nations. If you are not focused nor you are guilty of the accusation, it could cause some panic. A popular lie could be dangerous, but it is not truer because it is popular. That you say many are saying it does not mean it is true. So stay focused.
4. What was the reason behind this blackmail? Perhaps to make Nehemiah angry and then he will take foolish decisions. He has been very faithful to the king; he made personal sacrifices to keep this job going so for someone to fabricate this type of lie against him could cause him to be furious. In his fury, he would make mistakes. Our enemy knows where to get us but we must be level headed enough to know the source of the challenge.
i. Nehemiah’s response Neh. 6:8-9: Nehemiah gave a very dismissive answer. Sometimes when you discern that someone is just manufacturing stories to generate a blackmail, you do not waste time bringing facts, evidence and explanations before such a person. This is because the more you speak, the more they speak. You satisfy them when you engage them in arguments. They are time killers. Just move on.
ii. Nehemiah thought was not personal, he made it an everyone’s problem. That is another sign of good leadership. He said they were trying to make us afraid. Also, he made it clear that it was up to them to choose fear if they wanted to. 
iii. To counter what his enemies said, apart from dismissing them with a quick answer, he prayed a prayer saying God strengthen my hands.

5. OUR ENEMIES USING OUR ALLIES TO TERRORISE US Neh. 6:10-11
i. Who was Shemiah? He was definitely a Jew and perhaps a close friend of Nehemiah. The devil would use anyone who lets him. It does not matter who that person is. It could be your friend, your siblings, you parents etc. I guess Nehemiah did not know Shemaiah’s relationship with his enemies until this time. He continued with the same old instrument of fear. He said, ‘they are coming to kill you’. 
Nehemiah’s response is very apt. he said, “Should such a man as I flee?” 
ii. Why did they want Nehemiah to go and hide. It would portray him as a coward and a weak leader. Nehemiah was a governor who had soldiers. He was not an ordinary person. 
a. You must know your status as a believer so you will know how to respond to the enemy. 
b. Also, a man in his position who is a leader of God’s people should not flee from non-believers. God is able to protect him.
iii. Why did they try out the temple trick? Only priests were allowed in the temple. He would be disobeying God if he entered into the temple. Also, you could read how subtle the statement is. ‘Let us meet in the house of God’. Doesn’t that sound very spiritual? Many love to use spiritual statements to disobey God. Going into the house of God may have caused 2 things, 
a.	The people would have lost respect for him or
b.	God may have killed him or abandoned him for disobedience.  I Sam 13: 9-14
c.	The enemies might have used that to cause disaffection amongst the Jews.
iv. Neh. 6:12-13. Nehemiah again by perception realised that Shemiah was on Sanballat’s payroll. That will be very disappointing to anyone to know that your supposed brother is collecting money from your enemy to undo you. I am surprised that he did not pick up a quarrel with Shemiah or make plans to punish him as the governor of Jerusalem. Instead of going against Shemaiah, he focused on Sanballat and Tobiah. 
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