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    ACCM

Bible Study: Thursday, March 28, 2019. TOPIC: Vows
TEXT: Judges 11:29-40, I Sam 1:11-28.

INTRODUCTION: If there is a scripture that many have not been able to comprehend fully well and has pained the heart of many when they read it, it is the story of Jephthah’s daughter. The vow of Hannah may not be as painful as that of Jephthah as she still had access to her son. In the case of Jephthah and his daughter they were separated forever and painfully, she was the only daughter. If we read Proverbs 20:25, it might open our eyes a little bit to what a vow really is and how the Bible sees vows. 
It is end of the year and it is that time of the year to push just a little bit to achieve the set goal of the year and this might just be the right tome to teach vows. I must however say that the issue of vows is so sacred that not everyone can comprehend it. 
In our days, whenever people talk about vows, we often twist it to giving in the church. It is true that the Bible talks about vows and giving but vows are not restricted to finances. Vows involves every aspect of life including marriage. Having studied a little bit about vows, I now see why the ministers who are conscious of money quickly tie people down with a vow. A vow is a serious matter especially when we consider how sacred it is. Similar to an oath, there may be consequences when we break vows.
From the above, it could be deduced that vows are divine. Vows are between man and God and between man and man. Promises could be between man and man or man and God

To a Christian therefore a vow is a decision between you and God or you and another person taken with great heart desire to fulfil it and lack of fulfilment may have consequences. It should  therefore not be entered into carelessly.
OUTLINE:

1. What is a vow? What is a Vow? A vow a solemn promise - like an oath, which you take from heart. Like an oath, you take vows whereas you give a promise. Vows are sacred while promises are more human. While it is not good to break a promise, promises may be broken depending on the circumstances with little or no consequences but that could not be said of a vow. So, if you take a vow, you take a responsibility on yourself, and giving a promise means, you declare an assurance that you will do something. So what is a vow? Psalm 15:4-5 Note the word bribe in verse 5 (what is the difference between a bribe and a vow before God), Psalm 76:11 (Note the word pay making vow look like a debt.), Gen 28:20-22. In the case of vows there is a pre and a post
a)  Pre: II Kings 6:30-31, Acts 23:12-15 

b) The post The common one is often the post which says if so and so is done for me, then I will do so and so. Gen 28:20-22. I Sam 1:11., 
2. What is the difference between a vow, an oath, a promise and a bribe? A vow may resemble an oath but there is no physical or spiritual substance to hold on to. The substance in the heart. It is very close to a promise and it could be called a promise with consequence. It is definitely not a bribe. If you take a vow, you take a responsibility on yourself, and giving a promise means you declare an assurance that you will do something. A bribe is given to impair justice. 
3. How does God see vows: Deut. 23:21-23, Num 30:2, Prov 20:25.
NEW TESTAMENT APPROACH TO VOWS

4. Some people have said that they do not want to make any vow because vows are not in the new testament. Is this true? They justify their comments using Matt 5:33-37 and James 5:12, Acts 18:18. In the New Testament dispensation a vow or oath is not disallowed but a yes and no are also sufficient. 
Does Acts 5:1-10 sound like a vow to you?
5. Why do people make vows and on what occasions were they made in the Bible? Vows are made either to hold ourselves accountable or to reflect our gratitude. Vows are made to convince the lower power and not God that you will keep to your words and that you desire what you desire. This is because God could enforce whatever He wants to enforce. He could take the thing back from you if He wants to. God knows whether you will keep your vows or not because He knows all hearts. Heb 6:13-18.  God request that vows are made on certain occasions. 

a) God expects His children to be like Him I Peter 1:15-16, Matthew 5:48.
b) Will vows make God to take us more seriously? Vows like fasting has more effects on you that on God. Honoring your vows gives you boldness. Eph 3:8-12 Rom 5:1-2, Psalm 15:1-5, 

c) Everyone that has had to make a vow with God had a relationship. That is why a vow is not a bribe. Whether it was David Psalm 132:1-5, Hannah I Sam 1:11 or Jephthah, you can see a relationship. 
6. Devoting the person to God Num 6:2.

7. Dedicating children to God 1Sam 1:11.

8. Devoting property and money to God Gen 28:22.

9. Offering sacrifices Lev 7:16; 22:18 - 22; Num. 15:3,

10. Afflicting the soul Num. 30:13

11. Some vows can be made even before the child is born. Judges 13:5, I Sam 1:11
12. Who can we make vows to and what are some of God’s commands concerning vows ? Anyone could make a vow to man or to God but evil vows can be voided by God. Isaiah 8:10, Acts 23:11-15. Judges 11:10, I Sam 1:11. You cannot make a vow of sin before God. For instance you cannot say to God let me go and kill people and God will protect you because of your vow, God might actually keep you but He would have a different reason and purpose for that.

13. God does not accept all vows and vows are voluntary Deut. 23:18, 21, Malachi 1:14, Lev 22:23. Most vows in the scripture are for personal reasons or most time a quid pro quo (Something for something). Acts 18:18, Gen 28:20-22, Judges 11:30-31, I Sam 1:11. Why then will you allow yourself to be pushed into a vow? 
14. Not every vow will yield a positive result for the taker. Acts 23:12-15.

15. Vowing is a serious decision that should not be done without considerations. And faithfulness is required before we make a vow. Num 30:2, Prov 20:25 Judges 11:30,31
16. Never vow what you do not have or what you cannot afford Deut 12:26

17. Vows could be time bound Deut. 23:21,23 

18. Do not be forced or coaxed to make a vow. 
19. For children, a vow is void without the consent of parents Num 30:3-5 

a. According to the Torah, for married women, a vow is void without consent of husbands Num 30:6-8, 10-13-15 But it is binding on widows and women divorced from their husbands Num 30:9 

20. A vow might be redeemed by paying a suitable compensation Lev 27:1-8,11-23

BREAKING VOWS.
21. Jesus can rescue us from any vows. Eph 5:23-24, Num. 30:6-15, I John 1:9. 
CONCLUSION: It is better not to vow than to vow and refuse to do it. It is also a huge offence before the Lord for us to make a vow when we know that we are not going to fulfill it. If we want God to begin to take us seriously we ought to also begin to take God’s business seriously. Next week we shall be considering usury. God bless you and see you next week.
Jesus continues to give one example after another, comparing what His hearers have been taught by Israel's religious leaders to God's true intent for the hearts of His people. His pattern is not to reject the words of the religious leaders, but to show how their interpretations fall short (Matthew 5:20). The full meaning comes as Jesus follows each statement by saying, "I say…" So far, He has given a deeper understanding of anger (Matthew 5:21–22), adultery (Matthew 5:27–28), and divorce (Matthew 5:31–32).

Now Jesus turns to the issue of swearing an oath. This is not about bad language. Nor is it a reference to serious, formal promises, such as those seen in wedding vows or a courtroom. Rather, Jesus is speaking of the use of God's name as a token to seal a promise. He's also speaking of the practice of adding some qualifier to our words to declare honesty—such as "cross my heart," or "I swear on my mother".

Numbers 30:2 describes it like this, "If a man vows a vow to the LORD, or swears an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word. He shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth." Under that understanding, someone might say, "I swear to the Lord that I will pay you back this money." Among Israelites, this have been considered contractually binding. It was also seen as dangerous: breaking an oath to the Lord was understood to bring severe consequences.

In practice, however, this concept became yet another loophole subject to abuse. In some cases, oath-breakers might argue that if God had meant the oath to be kept, He would have ensured it, therefore the oath was never binding. Swearing by other things and places would have provided even more wiggle room to the oath-taker. Obviously, this creates a broad opportunity for premeditated deceit. Israel's religious leaders may have made the problem worse by debating which oaths were binding and which were not.

Jesus sets a different, more challenging standard for His disciples in the following verse.
This verse feels like an odd fit at this point in chapter 5. It doesn't smoothly follow from what James had been writing about remaining faithful to God in suffering, and it doesn't naturally flow into James's teaching on prayer in the next few verses. However, this seems to be part of James intent. It's an important point, and it needs to be emphasized clearly.

He begins by saying "above all," indicating that this is a big deal. He then repeats, nearly word for word, Jesus' command about taking oaths as recorded in Matthew 5:34–37. When James writes that we must not "swear," he isn't talking about using coarse language. Nor is he speaking, necessarily, about using God's name as a cuss word. He is talking about a practice that was apparently common in this era: taking an oath to convince someone either that you were telling the truth or that you would keep a promise.

We might think of saying to someone, "I swear on a stack of Bibles that I'm not lying," or "I swear on my mother's grave that I'll pay you next Thursday." Jesus forbid Christians from doing this, and James confirmed that teaching. The issue appears to be about honesty. Truthfulness should be the absolute norm for those who trust in Christ. Our simple yes or no should be completely binding since deception is never an option for us. If an oath is required to convince someone of our honesty or intent to be faithful, it suggests we may not be known for telling the truth in other circumstances.

It's likely that the taking of oaths had become a way of manipulating people or allowing wiggle room to get out of some kinds of contracts. James is definite: For those in Christ, dishonesty is never an option. No oaths required. Some Christians have read this command as forbidding them from taking oaths in legal settings such as courts of law or military service, but most believers see it as only a limit on personal oaths, especially those used for purposes of deception or manipulation.
